
 

 
Report to: Southport Area Committee  Date of Meeting:  28 Sept  2011 
 
Subject: Coastal Road, Southport – Provision of Vehicle Actuated Signs 
 
Report of: Director of Built Environment Wards Affected:  Dukes and        

                                                        Ainsdale  
 
Is this a Key Decision?   No  Is it included in the Forward Plan? No 
 
Exempt/Confidential No  
 

 
Purpose/Summary 
 
To appraise Members of the cost of providing Vehicle Actuated Signs on Coastal 
Road, Southport, and to seek their views on whether they wished to fund them from 
the Ward budgets. 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
It is recommended that Southport Area Committee:- 

i) note the contents of the report. 
ii) Agree to fund the cost from the Southport Area Committee’s own budget. 
iii) Seek approval from Cabinet for the inclusion of £17,040 for Vehicle 

Actuated Signs on Coastal Road, Southport, in the Capital Programme 
 
How does the decision contribute to the Council’s Corporate Objectives? 

 

 Corporate Objective Positive 
Impact 

Neutral 
Impact 

Negative 
Impact 

1 Creating a Learning Community  √  

2 Jobs and Prosperity  √  

3 Environmental Sustainability √   

4 Health and Well-Being √   

5 Children and Young People  √  

6 Creating Safe Communities √   

7 Creating Inclusive Communities  √  

8 Improving the Quality of Council 
Services and Strengthening Local 
Democracy 

 √  

 
Reasons for the Recommendation: 
 
The report has been prepared at the request of Southport Area Committee, to 
ascertain the cost of providing Vehicle Actuated Signs on Coastal Road, Southport.  
 



 

 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 
(A) Revenue Costs - None 
 
(B) Capital Costs - the cost of providing Vehicle Actuated Signs on the 

Coastal Road, Southport would be £17,040 and would need to be met from 
the Area Committee’s own budget. 

 
 
Implications: 
 
The following implications of this proposal have been considered and where there 
are specific implications, these are set out below: 
 
Legal                                  None 
 

Human Resources            None 
 

Equality 
1. No Equality Implication      

2. Equality Implications identified and mitigated 

3. Equality Implication identified and risk remains  

 

 
Impact on Service Delivery: 
 
None at this stage. 
 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 
 
The Head of Corporate Finance (FD986/11) has been consulted and any comments 
have been incorporated into the report at paragraph 3. 
 
Head of Corporate Legal Services (LD351/11) has been consulted and any 
comments have been incorporated into the report. 
 
Are there any other options available for consideration? 
 
No alternative options. 
 
 
Implementation Date for the Decision 
 
Immediately following the Area Committee meeting. 
 
 
Contact Officer: Steve Johnston 
Tel:   0151 934 4258 

√ 

 

 



 

Email:  steve.johnston@sefton.gov.uk 
 
Background Papers: 
Report to Southport Area Committee, dated 20 July 2011, entitled “Coastal Road, 
Southport – Review of casualty remedial measures”. 



 

 

1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 At its meeting on 20 July 2011, Southport Area Committee received a report 

which reviewed various casualty remedial measures which could be 
considered to reduce the number of recorded injury collisions on Coastal 
Road, Southport. 

 

1.2 Members resolved that:-  

i) the report on the review of casualty remedial measures on the Coastal 
Road be noted; and 

ii) the Director of Built Environment be requested to: 

a) submit a report to the next meeting on the detailed costs of 
providing vehicle actuated signs and speed camera warning 
signs on the Coastal Road; and 

b) re-instate the missing wooden posts on the Coastal Road. 

1.3 This report provides detailed costs for the provision of Vehicle Actuated Signs, 
and discusses the provision of Speed Camera signs. 

 

2.0 Location of Vehicle Actuated Signs 

2.1 As a result of the Members’ request for costs, a feasibility study was 
commissioned from Capita Symonds. 

2.2 Locations for the four signs have been identified, and it is suggested that two 
pairs of signs should be located at a position approximately mid-point 
between Pinfold Lane and Shore Road and approximately mid-point between 
Weld Road and Shore Road. 

2.3 Members will be aware that the eastern side of the Coastal Road is edged by 
a stone filter drain, 1.4m – 1.9m wide, protected by edging posts with a 
bituminous macadam shared cycle/footpath, 1.5m – 1.6m wide. The western 
side has no footpath and is edged by the sand dunes. The sand dunes are 
within a SSSI site. 

2.4 Under normal circumstances, each sign would be positioned on the nearside 
of any approaching vehicle, i.e within the sand dunes for northbound 
vehicles, or in the filter drain area for southbound vehicles. 

2.5 Initial discussions with Dave McAleavy (Head of Coast and Countryside 
Service) and with Christine Bennett (Merseyside Environmental Advisory 
Service) suggest that Consents may be required from Natural England for the 
installation of signs at the sand dune edge. At the time of writing this report, 
response to further enquiries on consents are awaited. 

2.6 If problems arise obtaining consent to put the signs on the edge of the sand 
dunes, then it is suggested that the signs for northbound vehicles could also 



 

be positioned in the filter drain area, i.e. on the off-side of approaching 
vehicles.   

3.0 Costs 

3.1 Quotations have been sought from three sign manufacturers for the supply 
and erection of four Vehicle Actuated Signs, which would be triggered by 
approaching traffic travelling over a pre-set speed. Once triggered, the signs 
would flash a message – ‘50mph SLOW DOWN’. 

3.2 Each of the signs would be powered by a solar panel mounted on the top of 
the sign installation. 

3.3 The lowest cost for the four signs, which would include for supply, installation, 
associated traffic management, and design and supervision fees from Capita 
Symonds, amounts to £17,040. 

3.4 Delivery time for the signs is 4 – 6 weeks, and all quotations are valid for 30 
days. 

3.5 As explained in the previous report, the costs of these signs cannot be 
accommodated from within the Local Safety Scheme budget, and alternative 
funding sources, such as the devolved budget to Area Committee, would 
need to be used if Members felt their installation was worthwhile. 

3.6 Advice received from the Head of Corporate Legal Services is that there is 
currently a conflict within the constitution regarding the approval of capital 
schemes. This conflict needs clarification and amendment. In the interim, until 
clarification is confirmed and as the constitution stands, any new capital 
schemes will need formal Cabinet approval. 

 

4.0 Speed Camera Signage 

4.1 At its meeting on  20 July 2011, Members also requested costs for the 
installation of speed camera signage. 

4.2 These signs are used to alert drivers of the presence of speed cameras along 
the route, and were introduced by Department for Transport as part of a 
package of measures, such as painting speed camera housings yellow, in 
order to dispel criticism that speed cameras were hidden in order to generate 
income from ‘innocent’ motorists.  

4.3 The signs are contained within the Traffic Signs Regulations and General 
Directions 2002, which specifically states:- 

“The sign shown in diagram 878 or 879 may be placed only in an area or 
along a route where enforcement cameras are from time to time in use” 

4.4 The term “enforcement cameras” refers to either fixed speed cameras (yellow 
boxes), or mobile speed cameras, which operate out of a Camera Partnership 
van. Unfortunately, it doesn’t include the use of hand held laser equipment, 
which is what is used when Merseyside Police carry out speed checks at 
Weld Road roundabout. 



 

4.5 As a result, Sefton Council cannot legally use these signs along Coastal 
Road.  

 
 


