
 
Report to:     Formby Area Committee   Date of Meeting:    10th January 2013  
 
Subject: Piercefield Road Area – Proposed 20 mph zone – Consultation results

  
 
Report of: Director of Built Environment Wards Affected:   

     Harington & Ravenmeols 
 
Is this a Key Decision?   No  Is it included in the Forward Plan?  No 
 
Exempt/Confidential No  
 

 
Purpose/Summary 
 
To seek approval for the progression of a Traffic Regulation Order, the effect of which 
will introduce a 20 mph speed limit in the Piercefield Road area of Formby. 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
It is recommended that : - 
 

(i) The revocation of all existing Traffic Regulation Orders, as described in 
paragraph 4.3 is undertaken. 

 
(ii) A Traffic Regulation Order introducing a 20 mph speed limit within the 

Piercefield Road area, Formby, be approved; 
 
(iii) Members advise the council on whether to include Green Lane in the 

20 mph speed limit area. 
 

 (iv) The necessary legal procedures, including those of public consultation 
  and advertising the council’s intention to implement the Orders, be  
  approved. 
 
How does the decision contribute to the Council’s Corporate Objectives? 

 Corporate Objective Positive 
Impact 

Neutral 
Impact 

Negative 
Impact 

1 Creating a Learning Community  √  

2 Jobs and Prosperity  √  

3 Environmental Sustainability  √  

4 Health and Well-Being √   

5 Children and Young People √   

6 Creating Safe Communities √   

7 Creating Inclusive Communities  √  

8 Improving the Quality of Council 
Services and Strengthening Local 
Democracy 

 √  



 
Reasons for the Recommendation: The Council has the power to make Traffic 
Regulation Orders under Section 1 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The 
Council has the power to revoke Traffic Regulation Orders under Part IV of Schedule 
9 to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. 
 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 
(A) Revenue Costs 
 
 Nil  
 
(B) Capital Costs  
   

The cost of all implementation, legal and administrative procedures for the 
introduction of the 20 mph speed limits within the Piercefield Road area, 
Formby amounting to £9021 will be funded from 2012/13 Capital Local Safety 
Scheme budget.  £5,000 had been allocated for this scheme. However, there 
is sufficient available funding within the LTP to meet the extra £4021. Cabinet 
Member – Transportation will be updated with scheme costs in the near future. 

 
 
Implications: 
 
The following implications of this proposal have been considered and where there are 
specific implications, these are set out below: 
 
Legal                                          None                                        
 

Human Resources                    None 
 

Equality 
1. No Equality Implication      

2. Equality Implications identified and mitigated 

3. Equality Implication identified and risk remains  

 

 
 
Impact on Service Delivery: Nil 
 
 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 
The Head of Corporate Finance (FD2017/12) and The Head of Corporate Legal 
Services (LD1334/12) have been consulted and has no comments on the report. 
 
Are there any other options available for consideration? 
No 

√ 

 

 



 
Implementation Date for the Decision 
Immediately following the Committee meeting. 
 
Contact Officer: Joe Dwyer – Senior Engineer (Traffic Management & 

Road Safety) 
Tel:  0151 934 4258 
Email:  joe.dwyer@sefton.gov.uk 
 
Background Papers: Report to Southport Area committee on 28 September 

2011 entitled ‘20mph speed limits’ 
 
 Report to Cabinet Member – Transportation, entitled 
 ‘2012 / 13 Local Transport Plan – Revised Capital 

Programme’. 
 
 Cabinet Member – Transportation decision 7th August 

2012, 2012/13 Local Transport Plan – Revised Capital 
Programme. 

 



 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 At its meeting on 28 September 2011, Southport Area Committee received a 

report, setting out the Council’s Policy on the introduction of 20 mph speed 
limits. 

 
1.2 Members resolved that:- 

 
i) The report on the progression of further 20 mph areas within 

Southport should be noted; 
 

ii) The Cabinet Member - Transportation be requested to approve the 
Council’s policy for future 20mph speed limits. 

 
1.3 In his decisions made on the 31 May 2012 and 7th August 2012, Cabinet 

Member – Transportation approved the progression of the Local Safety 
Scheme Programme to include 20 mph speed limit areas. Five, 20 mph speed 
limit areas, were identified in the 2012/13 Local Safety Scheme Review. One 
of the areas identified was the Piercefield Road area, Formby. These areas 
are based on the Urban Safety Management, (USM) cells, and were prioritised 
based on the number of recorded injury accidents in the last three years, 
however it was considered worthwhile extending the extent of the USM cells to 
include further areas of residential roads because this proved more cost 
effective in terms of signage requirements and more sensible in terms of areas 
recognised by residents. In addition, it is considered that larger areas of 20 
mph speed limits should be easier for the police to enforce. 

 
1.4 A letter was sent out to Harington and Ravenmeols Ward Councillors in 

August 2012 requesting approval for the proposed 20 mph area and 
permission to consult with residents and businesses contained within the area. 
Ward Members were in favour of the scheme and 1581 properties were 
consulted in September and October 2012, the closing date for returned 
questionnaires was Friday 26th October 2012. 

 
1.5 Copies of the consultation flyer, plan and questionnaire that were delivered to 

residents and businesses are shown in Annex A, B and C.  
 
2.0 Consultation results 
 
2.1 Out of the 1581 consultation packs delivered, a total of 668 questionnaires 

were returned. This equates to a return rate of 42% which is considered an 
excellent return rate. Normally return rates of 30% are expected for 
consultations of this type. 

 
2.2 As can be seen from the copy of the questionnaire in Annex A, three specific 

questions were asked. 
 
2.3 The first question sought residents’ perception about speeding on the road 

that they lived on and asked - “Do you think vehicle speeds on your road are 
too high?” 

 



2.4 The second question asked “Do you think 20 mph speed limits will reduce 
vehicle speeds?”  

 
2.5 The final question, which was the important question in terms of overall 

support for the scheme, simply asked “Are you in favour of the proposed 20 
mph speed limits?”  

 
2.6 The following table gives the results in numerical and percentage format 

based on the number of returns. 
 

Table 1 - Piercefield Road Area – 1581 consultation packs delivered  

Question Yes No 
% 
Yes 

%  
No 

Do you think vehicle speeds on your road are 
too high? 

444 211 68% 32% 

Do you think 20 mph speed limits will reduce 
vehicle speeds? 

399 248 62% 38% 

Are you in favour of the proposed 20 mph 
speed limits? 

475 193 71% 29% 

 
Results based on 668 number of returned questionnaires, a return rate of 42% 

 
2.7  As part of the consultation exercise, the views of the Emergency Services and 

Merseytravel were sought. Merseytravel contacted the bus companies who 
operate in the proposed 20 mph speed limit area. No concerns were raised by 
the bus companies. The Fire Service and Ambulance Service also raised no 
objections and did not have any comments. However, Merseyside Police 
released the following statement: 

 
Chief Inspector John Hogan, the head of Merseyside Police's Roads Policing 
Department, said: 

 
  "We will be monitoring the areas piloting the 20mph speed limit and will 

enforce that limit based on data showing a rise in people killed or seriously 
injured on those roads or if there are community concerns about road safety". 

 
"We welcome any reduction in speed which may drive down the number of 
people killed or seriously injured on our roads". 

 
"The 20mph limits and zones are placed in areas where there are particularly 
vulnerable road users, usually children, who need to be protected from death 
and injury through the slowing of vehicle speeds". 

 
"These zones will assist us to make the roads of Merseyside a safer place and 
to deal positively with a small number of offenders who continue to drive with a 
complete disregard for others". 

 

2.8 A resident of Green Lane requested that this road be added to the list of 20 
mph speed restricted roads in the area. See copy of his letter below: 

 
 
 



“Dear Mr Dwyer, 
 
Having received the consultation documents for the 20mph proposal I believe 
that it is important that the Council receives and acts upon the comments and 
recommendations of the residents whose safety and property is affected.  You 
obviously agree with this through your proposed meeting on 10th January 
2013. 
As you will observe, I live in Green Lane Formby, a narrow and twisting lane 
that contains three Grade 2 listed properties or equivalent, one of which is a 
three hundred year old church right between two severe bends (used regularly 
by local grand prix drivers at 40 mph). In addition the Green Lane area is 
Formby’s only conservation area and should at all costs be protected not only 
from a road safety angle but especially from vibration caused by excessively 
heavy vehicles which regularly pass through.  The faster they travel, the 
greater the vibration and the potential damage to old and unique properties. 

 
The lowering of the speed limit from 30 mph to 20 mph is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity from the Council to add to the protection of this unique 
environment. Ignoring Green lane from the proposals should not be allowed to 
happen as in all probability, leaving it out will increase the traffic flow from the 
other roads which have had their speeds reduced.  The conservation area 
must be protected.” 

 
2.9 In response to this request Members should be aware that, initially, it was 

considered that Green Lane would form one of several routes to the train 
station, therefore it was decided to leave the speed restriction for this road at 
30 mph. However, drivers wishing to travel to the train station from the Formby 
Bypass can still access the train station via Southport Road, Ryeground Lane, 
Piercefield Road, Gores Lane and Victoria Road. These roads are to remain 
30 mph and are more suited to a speed restriction of 30 mph. They also form 
the most direct route. Therefore, Green Lane could be set at 20 mph if 
Members agree to this request. There have been 14 responses from residents 
of Green Lane, eleven of which responded with ‘yes’ for all three questions, 
i.e. they are in favour of the 20 mph speed restriction. 82 properties front 
Green Lane and only 14 returned their questionnaires, a return rate of 17%. 
 

2.11 Should Members approve the request for Green Lane to be made 20 mph it 
will be added to the list of 20 mph speed restricted roads shown below in 
paragraph 4.2. 
 

3.0  Scheme Costs 
 

3.1 The cost of implementing the scheme is funded wholly from the Local 
Transport Plan, Local Safety Schemes Capital Programme budget. The 
breakdown of the costs is as follows: 

 
Signs (approx)    £7049 
Legal / advertising costs for TRO  £800 
Delivery Costs / envelopes   £323 
Printing costs    £515 
Return mail costs    £334 
    Total  £9021  



4.0 Proposal 
 
4.1 Due to the strong support for the proposed 20 mph speed restricted area from 

residents and businesses of the Piercefield Road area, Formby, it is 
recommended that Members approve the scheme. 71% of residents who 
responded were in favour of the proposals and there was an excellent 
response rate of 42%. The Traffic Regulation Order for the new 20 mph speed 
limits will apply to the following roads in Formby:- 

 
Hawksworth Drive   Turnacre  Montagu Road 

 Longton Drive   Grange Lane  Stanlawe Road 
 Lingdales     Gorsefield  The Copse 
 Heathfield Close   Heatherways  Gores Lane (part)* 
 Brackenway    Paradise Lane West Lane 
 Old Lane     York Close  St. Anne’s Cl. 
 Kenton Close St.    Anne’s Road  St. Anne’s Path 
 Canterbury Close   Brewery Lane Freshfield Rd. 
 Wrigley’s Lane   The Paddock  Mayfield Court 
 Massam’s Lane   Timms Lane  The Birches 
 Timms Close    Cricket Path  Red Barnes 
 Deanscourt    Stanley Road Argarmeols Gr. 
 Old Town Lane   Derby Road  Fisherman’s Cl. 
 Argarmeols Road   Rimmer’s Avenue The Spinney 
 Gregson’s Avenue   Mersey Avenue 
 Deansgate Lane North 
 
4.2 * Gores Lane will remain 30 mph south of its junction with Victoria Road. 
 
4.3  In order to simplify Sefton’s Traffic Regulation Orders, current Orders which 
 exist on any of the roads affected by this proposal will be revoked, and new 
 Orders made incorporating the new amendments. In this respect, the 
 following Order will be revoked and replaced with a new Order:- 
 

‘Metropolitan Borough of Sefton (VARIOUS ROADS) (20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 
- (No. 3) ORDER, 2012’ 
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 On most residential roads in 
Sefton, it’s not safe or 
appropriate to drive at more 
than 20mph, because 
they’re narrow and lined 
with parked cars. 
 

Despite this, a small 
number of drivers use 
residential roads at 
inappropriate speeds 
without regard for road 
safety or respect for anyone 
else. A pedestrian hit by a 
car travelling at 20mph is 
likely to suffer slight 
injuries, but at 30mph they 
are likely to be severely 
hurt. 
 

These zones will have 
large 20mph signs at each 
entry point to the zone, 
with additional smaller 
“repeater” signs, 
mounted on lamp posts, at 
regular intervals along 
each road. 
 
It should be noted that It should be noted that It should be noted that It should be noted that 
road humps will not be road humps will not be road humps will not be road humps will not be 
provided on any of the provided on any of the provided on any of the provided on any of the 
roads in roads in roads in roads in the zone.the zone.the zone.the zone.    
 
A plan showing the roads 
included within the 20mph 
zone is attached for your 
information. 
 

The purpose of this consultation is to seek your 
views on the proposals. Included with this letter is a 
plan showing the proposals and a questionnaire. 
Please take the time to fill in the questionnaire and 
return it in the prepaid envelope provided, to reach us 
no later than Friday 26th October 2012. Alternatively, 
you may wish to complete the questionnaire online, 
and this can be found on 
http://www.sefton.gov.uk/trafficschemeconsultations  
 

Our local Council meeting, called Formby Area Committee, will decide whether the 
scheme is progressed, so any objections to the proposals will be taken back to the 
meeting on Thursday 10th January 2013, at Formby Professional Development Centre, 
Park Road, Formby at 7.00pm. You are welcome to come along to that meeting. If you 
require any further information before completing your questionnaire please phone 
our Contact Centre on 0845 140 0845 and leave a message for Joe Dwyer. Joe will 
phone you back as soon as possible. Please let Joe know if you require this 
information in large print, or any other format.  
 

 @seftoncouncil      
www.sefton.gov.uk 

 

 

Many thanks 
 
Alan Lunt 
Director of Built Environment 

As part of Sefton 
Council’s desire to 
provide a safe 
environment for its 
residents and visitors, a 
number of 20mph zones 
will be introduced in 
residential areas over the 
next few years.  
 

PROPOSED 20mph ZONE, PIERCEFIELD 
ROAD AREA, FORMBY 

ANNEX B 



 
 
 
 
 

 

                                        
 

Please recycle - if you do not want to keep this leaflet, return it with your  questionnaire and we will 

recycle it for you 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please place a tick (√) in the appropriate box:- 
 

        

Do you think existing vehicle 

speeds on your road are too high? 
YES 

 
 

 
NO 

 
 

        

        

        

Do you think 20 mph speed limits 

will reduce vehicle speeds? 
YES 

 
 

 
NO 

 
 

        

        

        

Are you in favour of the proposed  

20 mph speed limits? 
YES 

 
 

 
NO 

 
 

        

        

Please tell us your address        

Name:  …………………………………….…  
        

Address: 

 

 ………………………………………… 

………………………………………… 

………………………………………… 

 

        

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks,   

Alan Lunt 

Director of Built Environment 

PROPOSED 20mph ZONE 

PIERCEFIELD ROAD AREA, FORMBY 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

Please complete and return in the pre-paid envelope provided, to reach us no later than 

Friday 26TH October 2012. 
 

ANNEX C 


