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SMASH 
 

• The Annual Needs Assessment and Young Person’s Substance Misuse 
Plan have been signed off by regional office. The Needs Assessment was 
commended.  

 

• We have successfully recruited to the SMASH psychologist post and the 
new employee will commence work in September 2009. 

 

• SMASH now has a permanent office base in Southport next to the 
college. It is staffed 5 days per week and young people from North Sefton 
are being seen there if convenient for them. 

 

• A further round of training in substance misuse to front line partner 
agencies has just finished, with some 126 workers having attended. The 
training evaluated very well and it is hoped that referrals will increase from 
these agencies. 

 

• During the year from April 2008 – March 2009, 282 young people have 
received a service from SMASH, with outcomes including abstinence, 
reduced use, improved school attendance and better family relationships. 

 

• There are 9 secondary schools in Sefton actively working with SMASH to 
prevent exclusion of pupils who are found in possession of illicit 
substances. 

 

• Following contact with heads of Pastoral Care, from September 2009, 
SMASH will be offering drop-in sessions at both Hugh Baird and 
Southport College. 

 

• COSMA: Children of Substance Misusing Adults worker continues to 
achieve positive outcomes for the young people receiving a service. 
Unfortunately there is currently a 35 family waiting list as there is only one 
member of staff to cover all of Sefton. 

 
 

Sound Waves 
 

• Sound Waves events have continued to run successfully at Dunes Splash 
World on a Saturday evening for children and young people across 
Sefton. Witnessing hundreds of teenagers enjoying music, sports, 
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coaching, swimming and other activities the events have proven 
successful amongst their young audience. 

  

• Running once a month the events have continued to attract large 
audiences and are set to continue once more in 2009 organised and run 
by the Positive Futures team in partnership with Sefton Leisure Services. 

  

• Utilising new technologies this month to target young people in a medium 
they will find most appropriate, the Positive Futures and Leisure Services 
team combined their efforts to create a video message sent out using 
Bluetooth around Southport in the run up to the events which successfully 
reached more than 1000 individuals. 

 
 

Sefton Young Carers 
 

• Working in partnership to increase access to leisure pursuits for a minority 
group, Sefton Children’s Services, Complimentary Education and Leisure 
Services Sport & Recreation teams are working together in a pioneering 
project with Sefton’s Young Carers. 

 

• Working together to increase awareness of a website designed 
specifically for young people and increase its relevance to the market, 
consultation with the young carers has commenced to encourage their 
active involvement in the design of a branded section of the site which 
features activities and programmes which they can participate in and 
produce a channel by which teachers can assist with work utilising a 
range of technologies including mobile and computer technologies.  

 

• Working with the young carers group a range of tools are being developed 
to encourage communication and accessibility by this minority group in 
positive sporting and leisure pursuits.  

 
 


