
Report to: PLANNING COMMITTEE Date of Meeting: 3rd July 2019

Subject: DC/2019/00639
79 Coronation Road, Crosby, Liverpool L23 5RE
 

Proposal: Change of use of the ground floor from retail (A1) to a Bar (A4) 

Applicant: Miss Sophie Weymouth
                     79 Coronation Road
                     Crosby
                     L23 5RE

Agent: None

Ward: Blundellsands Ward

Summary
This application is for the change of use of the ground floor only from retail (A1) to a bar 
(A4).  The proposal complies with the Local Plan and is therefore recommended that the 
application be approved subject to conditions. 

This item was on the agenda for Planning Committee on 5th June 2019 where it was 
deferred by members to see if the security measures proposed by the Police Architectural 
Liaison Officer could be incorporated in a condition, legal agreement or unilateral 
undertaking.

This is dealt with below.

Recommendation: Approve with Conditions 
Case Officer Mrs. Carol Gallagher

Email planning.department@sefton.gov.uk

Telephone 0345 140 0845 (option 4)

Application documents and plans are available at:
http://pa.sefton.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PGDKW7NW01A00

mailto:planning.department@sefton.gov.uk


Site Location Plan



Deferral 

This item was on the agenda for Planning Committee on 5th June 2019 where it was 
deferred by members who requested that the security measures proposed by the Police 
Architectural Liaison Officer could be incorporated in a condition, legal agreement or 
unilateral undertaking.

Legal advice has been sought in relation to the request by members and the advice 
received is it is more appropriate for the applicant to agree to implement the proposed 
measures in writing and this is named in an approved document within condition 6.

The applicant has agreed to this and confirmation was received on 17th June 2019.

The Site
The application site is 79 Coronation Road Crosby which is the ground floor of a semi-
detached property. The unit was a retail shop, which has ceased trading, with the premises 
being refurbished in anticipation of the use as a bar (Use Class A4). The first floor is a 
residential flat known as No 79A and has a separate access from a wide alley between No 
77 and No 79 Coronation Road Crosby.

History (Relevant)

The other half of the semidetached property is No 81 Coronation Road Crosby.

The history for 81 Coronation Road is as follows:

Planning Approval DC/2016/01897 granted approval for the Change of use from offices 
(A2) to Licensed Tapas (A4) and the construction of an external fire escape to the rear.

This application was approved by Planning Committee on 14th December 2016

The history of the application site is as follows:

DC/2018/01844 Change of use of the ground floor from retail (A1) to a Bar (A4)

Application withdrawn 22nd January 2019

DC/2019/00225 Change of use from retail (A1) to restaurant (A3)

Application withdrawn 7th March 2019

Consultations



Highways Development Design

There are no objections to the proposal as there are no highway safety implications. 

The site is located in Crosby district centre, where there are a number of existing cafes and 
restaurants that will result in some redistribution of patronage between the various 
businesses. It is also very well located in terms of accessibility to public transport with bus 
stops along Coronation Road, Islington and Liverpool Road, within very easy walking 
distance. 

There are existing waiting restrictions which prohibit waiting on Coronation Road adjacent 
to the site and a loading bay directly fronting the premises. No off-street parking facilities 
are proposed as part of the application, however, there are some on street parking bays 
along Coronation Road, in close proximity to the site and a number of public car parks 
within Crosby district centre.
 
Environmental Health

No objection subject to conditions in relation to sound insulation, noise and odour control, 
restriction of opening hours and no live music/live entertainment or amplified music.

Police Architectural Liaison Officer

With regard to this change of use application, we currently do not have any concerns about 
similar businesses in this vicinity.  It is an unknown whether or not in future this could 
change with the introduction of the new A4 at 79 Coronation Road. 

At this current time I do not have substantive concerns that the introduction of this new A4 
could cause additional crime and anti-social behaviour.  

From Merseyside Police’s perspective, all licensed premises should take responsibility for 
incorporating measures that would protect their staff, customers and business assets.

It makes sense to have the following in place at the inception of a new business. 

For general security and customer/staff safety I advise:

Dedicated, secure area for cash handling and management procedures  
Intruder alarm with PIRs 
CCTV system to cover inside and outside the building (front and rear) 
Panic buttons located behind bar and in the kitchen to activate the alarm
Keep rear door from kitchen to yard closed to prevent intruders entering when the bar is 
open, if this isn't possible due to heat from appliances, install a retractable lockable grill 
door-for staff safety 
Fit maglock on front entrance door so that entry and exit can be controlled during certain 



times from behind the bar area
Safe to be anchored and time locked 
Managed cashing up and locking up procedure in place and for all staff to be aware

Neighbour Representations 
8 Individual letters of objection from residents on the grounds of: multiple bars and 
restaurants in the area, increase in traffic, area is predominantly residential, existing bars 
create a significant amount of noise, obstruction to pedestrians from patrons using the 
pavement to smoke and drink, no disabled toilet proposed, risk of vermin, no more bars 
like South Road, now 5 eating/drinking establishments at this end of Coronation Road, this 
end of Coronation Road is becoming busy and crowded of an evening. Cooking smells in 
the street. All work to the bar is completed.

A petition of 37 residents endorsed by Cllr Sam Marshall objecting to the application on the 
grounds of:

An increase of noise & potential anti-social behavior, the effect of too many drinking 
establishments in the local area, especially on Coronation Road, increased traffic & car 
parking issues which is already a major problem, the value of properties.

Policy Context
The application site lies within an area designated as Crosby District Centre in the Sefton 
Local Plan which was adopted by the Council in April 2017.  

Assessment of the Proposal
This application is for the change of use of the ground floor to an A4 drinking 
establishment.

The issues to consider are the principle of development and the impact on the living 
conditions of neighbouring properties.

Principle of Development

The application site is in a parade of retail units within Crosby District Centre as defined by 
the Sefton Local Plan.  The principle of development is acceptable subject to compliance 
with the relevant policies of the Local Plan, including Policy ED2 (Retail, leisure and other 
town centre uses) ED11 (Crosby Centre), EQ4 (Pollution and hazards) and EQ10 (Food 
and drink).

Policy ED2 advises that retail, leisure and other main town centre uses will be directed 
towards the Borough`s existing centres which is the case here.



Policy ED11 advises that proposals should be consistent with, and make a positive 
contribution to, the regeneration of Crosby centre.  New retail and other town centre 
developments of an appropriate scale will be supported to improve the vitality and viability 
of the centre.

Policy EQ4 advises that development proposals should demonstrate that environmental 
risks have been evaluated and appropriate measures have been taken to minimise the 
risks of adverse impacts from noise/vibration, dust, odour or artificial light pollution.

Policy EQ10 seeks to ensure that proposals for food and drink uses do not cause 
significant harm to local amenity, vitality or viability and unacceptable groupings of similar 
uses.  They also seek to ensure control over the location of extraction/ventilation systems 
and noise/odour.

Impact on the living conditions of neighbouring properties

The application site is a semi-detached property with the attached property being No 81 
which is trading as an A4 drinking establishment on the ground and first floor. 

The upper floor of the premises is a residential flat, it is independent of the ground floor 
with its only access from the wide alley to the west of the site. With the use of the premises 
as a bar and the other half of the premises trading as a bar as well, the cumulative impact 
of both uses must be assessed in relation to noise from the site.

An acoustic report has been submitted by the applicant but it is very limited in its field of 
study and makes no reference to the first-floor residential accommodation.  In those 
circumstances, with both premises trading as bars and the upper floor of No 81 having an 
A4 use class it is considered appropriate to secure an upgraded sound insulation scheme, 
limit the opening times and restrict music/live entertainment, which would all be secured by 
condition.

Subject to the above, it is considered that the premises will have limited impact on the 
living conditions of nearby properties and the situation will similar to how it is at present in 
relation to comings and goings and there will be no unacceptable impact to the 
neighbouring properties from the premises. 

Other Matters 

The application site was a retail shop, which has ceased trading, with the premises being 
refurbished in anticipation of the use as a bar (Use Class A4). The unit has retained an 
active shop front with full windows to the main elevation the premises and a recessed 
doorway. It is considered that the refurbishment has enhanced and brought an empty unit 
back into an active shop front.

There is a small galley type kitchen shown on the proposed plans “Gambino’s Bar and 
Ground Floor Plan”.  A basic detail of an extractor fan has been submitted, but with no 



menu details it is not possible to assess if this will be sufficient for the type of food to be 
served.  As such, the Environmental Health Manager has no objection to the selling of food 
subject to further details regarding noise and odour, which can be secured by condition.

The application site is the ground floor of 79 Coronation Road which is within Crosby 
District Centre, there is a good mix of retail and restaurants in the immediate area with only 
the attached premises trading as a predominately A4 bar. The proposal will bring back into 
use and empty shop unit and it is not considered that the change of use of the premises 
will result in an unacceptable grouping of similar uses as picked up by Local Plan Policy 
EQ10.

Summary

The proposal is located within Crosby District Centre in the Local Plan and so is 
acceptable in principle. The key issue is whether the additional noise generated by the use 
will have a significantly harmful effect on the living conditions of the first floor flat at No 
79A. 

With conditions ensuring a detailed scheme of sound insulation, restricted opening hours 
and no music or live entertainment it is considered the living conditions of residents of No 
79A Coronation Road will not be harmed subject to the requirement that the sound 
insulation scheme is implemented prior to the use commencing. 

It is therefore recommended that the application be approved subject to conditions. 
 
Recommendation - Approve with Conditions 
Conditions 

This application has been recommended for approval subject to the following conditions 
and associated reasons:

 1) The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the expiration of 
three years from the date of this permission.

Reason:  To comply with Section 91 (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990.

 2) Prior to the use commencing a scheme of sound insulation to protect the amenity of 
the first -floor flat shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for approval.  The 
approved scheme of sound insulation shall be shall be installed prior to the use 
commencing and retained thereafter.

Reason: To safeguard the living conditions of neighbouring occupiers and land users.

3) The premises shall not be open for business outside the hours of 0900 and 2300 



Sunday to Thursday and 0900 and 2330 Friday and Saturday.

Reason; To safeguard the living conditions of neighbouring occupiers and land users.

 4) No live music, amplified music or live entertainment shall take place on the premises.

        Reason: To safeguard the living conditions of neighbouring occupiers and land users.

5) a) A scheme of noise and odour control for any proposed kitchen extraction 
equipment shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority prior to the kitchen being brought into use.  

b) The noise and odour control scheme approved under (a) above shall be implemented 
on site prior to the kitchen being brought into use and shall thereafter be so 
maintained and operated.

Reason: To safeguard the living conditions of neighbouring/adjacent occupiers and 
land users and/or to ensure an acceptable visual appearance. 

 6) The development shall be carried out in accordance with the following approved 
plans and documents: Site Outlined in red as shown on the location plan received by 
the Local Planning Authority on 5th June 2019, Drwg No "Gambinos Bar and Ground 
Floor Plan" received by the Local Planning Authority on 3rd April 2019 and 
correspondence received by e-mail on 17th June 2019

Reason:  For the avoidance of doubt.


