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Scrutiny Briefing Report to: Overview and Scrutiny Committee
(Adult Social Care and Health)

Date of Meeting: 5 January 2021

Subject: Update Report of Fiona Taylor, Chief Officer 

Organisation: NHS South Sefton CCG and NHS Southport and Formby CCG

Contact Officer: Lyn Cooke
Tel: 0151 317 8456
Email: lyn.cooke@southseftonccg.nhs.uk

Purpose/Summary

To provide Members of the Committee with an update about the work of NHS South 
Sefton CCG and NHS Southport and Formby CCG.

Recommendation(s)

Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Adult Social Care and Health) are 
requested to receive this report.

mailto:lyn.cooke@southseftonccg.nhs.uk
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Update for Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Adult Social Care) 
January 2021

If you would like more information about any of the items contained in this update, if you have 
any questions about local health services, or any particular issues you would like to raise, 
please call 0151 317 8456.   

Community based COVID-19 vaccination programme  

Sefton’s community based COVID-19 immunisation programme, run by local GP practices began 
on Tuesday 15 December as part of the biggest vaccination programme in NHS history. Nurses, 
paramedics, pharmacists, GPs and other NHS staff from across Sefton have been working 
together to vaccinate those aged 80 and over, identified as a priority group. Primary care teams 
worked rapidly to set up local vaccination centres and put in place safe processes to meet the 
tough logistical challenges of offering the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccination. GP practices have been 
contacting their eligible patients when it is their turn to receive the vaccine. Sefton’s community 
COVID-19 vaccination programme is being run by groups of practices, known as primary care 
networks, working together with NHS Southport and Formby CCG and NHS South Sefton CCG. 
Community based primary care centres are in addition to hospital hubs, which began vaccinating 
patients on Tuesday 8 December. Residents are reminded that the NHS will contact people in 
the priority groups when it is their turn to receive the vaccine, and they should not drop in to 
community centres or contact their GP practice or other healthcare team about receiving a 
vaccination. For more information about the COVID-19 vaccine, including answers to a range of 
frequently asked questions, go to www.nhs.uk/CovidVaccine 

Medicines management team highlighted in national awards 

Chief officer, Fiona Taylor will be representing the work of the CCGs medicines management 
team in the national finals of this year’s Parliamentary Awards, after being named a regional 
winner following nomination by Southport MP, Damien Moore. Fiona has been nominated for the 
leadership she has shown in fostering innovative and patient-centred work around medicines 
management. This has been particularly significant in the response to the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has seen the medicines team providing direct support to some of Sefton’s most vulnerable 
patients, as well as care homes, GP practices and community pharmacies. This work has gained 
national and regional recognition and some of the best practice developed by the Sefton team to 
improve patient care has been adopted in other areas. The work of the CCGs medicines 
management team was also named a finalist in the national PCPA Excellence in General 
Practice Pharmacy Awards in late November 2020. 

http://www.nhs.uk/CovidVaccine
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Other local finalists in the Parliamentary Awards include Merseycare NHS Foundation Trust’s 
Life Rooms and the Paediatric Diabetes Team at Southport and Ormskirk Hospital Trust. 
National winners are expected to be announced in July 2021. 

Changing commissioning landscape

Work is now underway to develop a roadmap that establishes the mechanism for joint decision 
making for CCG commissioning across the Cheshire & Merseyside Health Care Partnership 
(HCP). This work responds to the NHSE direction to develop one CCG per Integrated Care 
System, which reflects local work with partners through the system Sefton2gether plan for health 
and care to strengthen our collective work in Sefton. The CCGs’ two chairs and chief officer are 
actively involved in the working group of Cheshire and Merseyside CCGs, alongside the HCP 
chief officer Jackie Bene to co-design the potential options to achieve the changes by April 2022. 
You can read more about national proposals to strengthen integrated working across health and 
care from the NHS England website. 

Talking Matters Sefton 

On 1 January 2021 Access Sefton – Sefton's Improving Access to Psychological Therapies 
(IAPT) service – became Talking Matters Sefton. The new name for IAPT support in Sefton 
reflects the change in the service provider to Mental Health Matters (MHM), which took on the 
running of the IAPT service from the start of the year following a re-procurement exercise carried 
out ahead of the end date of the former contract. Talking Matters Sefton is designed to help 
anyone aged over 16 to deal with common mental health difficulties. All existing service users 
have been informed of this change and can expect continuity of support. The contact number for 
the service (0300 303 2708) remains unchanged. For more information and to self-refer online 
from 1 January 2021, please visit www.mhm.org.uk/talking-matters-sefton 

Re-procurement of community services draws to a close 

NHS Southport and Formby’s re-procurement of community services continued on track through 
the end of 2020. Community health services encompass a range of care and support from blood 
testing to district nursing. The CCG launched the re-tendering exercise ahead of the current 
contract with Lancashire and South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust coming to an end. The trust 
has indicated it will not be bidding for the new contract. All NHS contracts are awarded for a 
specified period of time to ensure that services are continually reviewed and continually provide 
assurance to commissioners that healthcare is the best it can be for the populations they serve. 
Importantly, there will be no immediate changes to services for patients as a result of the re-
procurement. Over time once the new provider is in place, there will be discussions with local 
partners, the public and the new provider about how services will need to adapt and evolve to 
best meet the needs of the people of Southport and Formby in line with our Sefton2gether 
strategy for more integrated health and care. The re-procurement process was expected to 
conclude by the end of 2020, with a new provider identified to take on the running of services 
from 1 May 2021.  

https://www.england.nhs.uk/integratedcare/integrated-care-systems/
http://www.mhm.org.uk/talking-matters-sefton
http://www.mhm.org.uk/talking-matters-sefton
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Governing Body meetings  

The first 2021 Governing Body meetings for Sefton’s two CCGs take place in early February. 
These two meetings continue to be held virtually in line with Covid-19 safe restrictions as the 
pandemic continues. The meetings will be recorded and available for view later from each CCG 
website. Although members of the public are not able to attend, questions can be submitted in 
advance and will addressed by the governing bodies at the start of the formal session, as they 
usually would and the responses published after the meetings in the note pack. The meetings 
take place as follows:

 NHS Southport and Formby CCG - Wednesday 5 February 

 NHS South Sefton CCG - Thursday 6 February  

Any questions should be submitted by midday on the day of the meetings using the following 
emails southportandformby.ccg@nhs.net or southsefton.ccg@nhs.net You can find out more 
information about governing bodies and view meeting papers from each CCG website using the 
links at the end of this briefing.

Visit the CCGs’ websites for more about their work www.southseftonccg.nhs.uk or 
www.southportandformbyccg.nhs.uk, follow them on Twitter @NHSSSCCG or 
@NHSSFCCG or see a range of short films on You Tube for NHSSSCCG or NHS SFCCG 

mailto:southportandformby.ccg@nhs.net
mailto:southsefton.ccg@nhs.net
http://www.southseftonccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.southportandformbyccg.nhs.uk/
https://twitter.com/NHSSSCCG
https://twitter.com/nhssfccg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVF6RjsbZXnXFmoHqMzSJnQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3zskxhEM5dWeJtypBBmTOA

