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1 Reason for Briefing

1.1 To update Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Adult Social Care & Health) of the 
development of the Public Health Service Plan 2021-22 and provide oversight of 
delivery. 

2 Background

2.1 This Service Plan details the priority activities for Public Health and Wellbeing for the 
next 12 months, commencing April 2021.  

2.2 It includes statutory requirements to support partners such as the CCG.  The plan will 
need to be adaptable to the changing landscape given the magnitude of the current 
COVID-19 pandemic. It will continually be updated as work is prioritised and reprioritised 
over the coming months. Our focus and approach will be one of co-production and co-
collaboration within the context of wider Council commissioning priorities, as well as the 
health protection response for COVID-19, community recovery programme and Welfare 
Reform.

2.3 Public Health is a statutory responsibility of the local authority with the purpose of the 
service to ensure the best health and wellbeing outcomes for the population of Sefton.  
To achieve this, we produce a delivery plan each year to mobilise and implement health 
protection and health improvement programmes, and ensure the quality, safety and 
effectiveness of local services commissioned by ourselves and others that impact on 
health.  

2.4 In addition, the service works with partners to ensure the effective use of best 
information, intelligence and evidence base to improve health and wellbeing, and to 
reduce health inequalities.

2.5 Public Health provide 6-monthly updates regarding the progress and development of 
the Public Health Service Plan to the Cabinet Member for Health & Wellbeing.

2.6 Internal changes within the team due to capacity demands of the pandemic, have 
resulted in the creation of two distinct elements to the Public Health Team, one focusing 
on the COVID-19 response and the other on the wider health improvement delivery.  
Individual portfolio areas have been reviewed and updated and changes have been 
reflected in the Public Health Service Plan.

2.7 Significant areas of note:

          The plan is responsive to the short, medium, and longer-term impacts of the pandemic. 
Delayed access to health services and the disruption to early intervention and 
prevention interventions, will have significant longer-term effects on health and social 



care services. The health care needs of people with long-term conditions which will have 
been significantly impacted as well as the increasing evidence that people who 
experience mild to moderate COVID-19 disease may experience a prolonged illness 
with frequent relapses, have been considered. 

           We are still in the acute stage of the pandemic, however, as we move from the response 
phase into recovery, our focus will be on the impacts of the pandemic in our community.  
This action plan outlines our response to deliver tailored support and intervention in line 
with community need to continue to support this recovery in 2021 and beyond. 

3 Recommendations

3.1 The action required are that OSC:

 Notes the intention and objectives of the Public Health Service Plan 2020/21
 Notes action being taken to deliver tailored support in line with early intervention and 

prevention, health improvement, community health care, the wider determinants of 
heath, health protection and pandemic recovery in 2021 and beyond. 
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