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Scrutiny Briefing Report to: Overview and Scrutiny Committee
(Adult Social Care and Health)

Date of Meeting: 7 September 2021

Subject: Report of Fiona Taylor, Chief Officer

Organisation: NHS South Sefton CCG and NHS Southport and Formby CCG

Contact Officer: Lyn Cooke
Tel: 0151 317 8456
Email: lyn.cooke@southseftonccg.nhs.uk

Purpose/Summary

To provide Members of the Committee with an update about the work of NHS South 
Sefton CCG and NHS Southport and Formby CCG.

Recommendation(s)

Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Adult Social Care and Health) are 
requested to receive this report.

mailto:lyn.cooke@southseftonccg.nhs.uk
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Update for Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Adult Social Care) 
September 2021

If you would like more information about any of the items contained in this update, if you have 
any questions about local health services, or any particular issues you would like to raise, 
please call 0151 317 8456.   

COVID-19 vaccination programme

The local NHS is preparing to support phase three of the national COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. This phase will concentrate on delivering booster shots, initially to our most 
vulnerable patients. At the same time, anyone eligible who has not yet taken up the offer of their 
first two doses of vaccine will continue to be encouraged to get protected. There will be a mixed 
delivery model in Sefton for phase three, seeing pharmacy services working alongside primary 
care network led services, in addition to regional centres and hospital hubs. Roving teams will 
build on their success from phase one to take vaccines out to the likes of care homes, specific 
groups and locations or events with high footfall. Uptake in Sefton remains good, in line with the 
national average and above some other areas of Merseyside. During July and August the 
programme focused on younger age groups and those hesitant to getting vaccinated. An 
increase in walk-in vaccination centres and their consistent promotion has greatly increased 
access for residents, as have a number of pop-up programmes. Peel Ports and Waterloo Festival 
have hosted pop ups, whilst Asda in Bootle and Netherton Activity Centre have welcomed a 
vaccination bus to deliver jabs. In addition, Seaforth Village Surgery, located in an area of low 
uptake opened as a vaccination centre in July to making access easier for local residents. We 
continue to work closely with our partners in Sefton to deliver the vaccination programme, 
including council Public Health colleagues and the authority’s team of COVID-19 engagement 
officers, Sefton CVS and other voluntary community and faith groups. Partners have played an 
important role in helping us to cascade consistent communications to residents via their channels 
and networks for multi media campaigns like ‘Let’s Get Vaccinated’, in addition to traditional and 
outdoor media approaches. You can find up to date information about the vaccination 
programme from our websites.   

Annual flu vaccinations 

This year it is even more important than ever to get your annual flu vaccination if you are eligible. 
The CCGs are urging as many people as possible to get jabbed when they are invited. You can 
find out about the serious effects of flu, particularly for those in specific groups by visiting 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/   
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/
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Changing commissioning landscape

Published on the 6 July, the Health and Care Bill builds on the proposals for legislative change 
set out by NHS England in its Long Term Plan, while also incorporating valuable lessons learnt 
from the pandemic that will benefit both staff and patients. In February 2021, the government set 
out its proposed plans following extensive discussions with NHS England, the Local Government 
Association and the health and care sector to refine this blueprint. COVID-19 has reinforced the 
need for closer collaboration between the NHS, local authorities and care providers to provide 
more joined up working, and staff and patients have rapidly adopted new technologies to deliver 
better care. However, at times in recent years the legal framework has made this more difficult, 
as it was not designed with this type of collaboration in mind. The Bill will ensure each part of 
England has an Integrated Care Board (ICB) and an Integrated Care Partnership (ICP) 
responsible for bringing together local NHS and local government, such as social care, mental 
health services and public health advice, to deliver joined up care for its local population. A range 
of guidance was published in August to support the development of ICBs and ICPs and it can be 
found here www.england.nhs.uk/publication/integrated-care-systems-guidance   The Bill will see 
CCGs disestablished by April 2022. New arrangements will strengthen our work in Sefton, 
through the ongoing establishment of our Place Based Partnership. This will deliver joint 
objectives of our health and wellbeing strategy and the supporting five year plan for the local 
NHS, Sefton2gether. Below is just one example of progress we are making together. 

Sefton mental health review

The first phase of a strategic mental health review in Sefton has now concluded. The review 
began in April 2021 and brings together partners from across the borough’s health, care and 
wellbeing services to explore how together they can transform to better serve the needs of local 
people. A review group reports directly to Sefton’s Health and Wellbeing Board and links closely 
with the wider Cheshire and Merseyside Mental Health Programme to ensure strong connectivity 
to national, regional and system-wide mental health transformation funding opportunities that 
may benefit Sefton residents. Phase one of the review focused on data and intelligence 
gathering about services and local needs. In Sefton as with all other areas, COVID-19 has had a 
profound effect on mental health. An overarching finding from phase one was data modelling that 
predicted a significant increase in demand for services over the next two years. Other emerging 
themes include the need to prioritise services for children and young people, better connection 
between services that span different age groups such as those for families and that combatting 
loneliness and more effective signposting to ensure people get the right support at the right time. 
A draft report has been issued to senior sponsors of the review, including the CCGs’ chief officer 
and the council’s executive director of adult social care and health. Subject to partner feedback 
on the draft report, the scoping of phase two will start in early September.   

Changes at Cheshire Merseyside Health and Care Partnership

NHSE/I has confirmed that David Flory, chair of Lancashire and South Cumbria ICS will be 
acting chair for Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership on an interim basis from 1 
August. He replaces Alan Yates and the interim replacement of current CMHCP chief officer, Dr 
Jackie Bene followed this announcement. Sheena Cumiskey, chief executive at Cheshire and 
Wirral Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, takes on the post of chief officer for a period of three 
months, as the partnership goes through the process of making a substantive appointment to the 
role. This will be part of the national recruitment of ICS chairs and chief officers. Dianne Johnson, 

http://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/integrated-care-systems-guidance
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accountable officer for Knowsley CCG, has joined CMHCP as executive director of transition. 
She will responsible for overseeing the transition of our nine CCGs and the safe and effective 
transfer of their functions into the Cheshire and Merseyside ICB. 

Continued COVID-19 measures in healthcare settings

Whilst COVID-19 restrictions ended in many settings in England from 19 July, they remain in 
healthcare facilities to keep our most vulnerable patients safe. Everyone accessing or visiting 
healthcare facilities must continue to wear a face covering and follow social distancing rules. This 
relates to staff, patients and visitors in GP practices, hospitals, dental practices, optometrists and 
pharmacies. Staff in these settings will also continue to use other personal protection equipment 
to ensure patients and staff are protected. Members of the public are being urged to continue to 
play their part to control COVID-19 by:

 Continuing to wear a face covering
 Washing your hands and keeping your distance in GP surgeries and other healthcare 

settings and in busy indoor places
 Continuing to get tested regularly, whether you have symptoms or not 
 Getting vaccinated as soon as you can

General practice update

The whole of the NHS is currently extremely busy and GP practices are no exception. Sefton’s 
practices are continuing to experience rising demand for their services. Over the past year the 
number of patients they have provided advice, support and treatment to has significantly 
increased. The CCGs are reminding Sefton residents that practices continue to be there for them 
when they need them, as they have been throughout the pandemic. They are working with 
practices at this extremely busy time to thank local people for their ongoing patience and support, 
and for continuing to wear face coverings and follow social distancing when visiting the surgery 
like all NHS services to keep the most vulnerable safe. Practices are also urging continued 
kindness to their staff, who are working hard to support patients at a time when they are busier 
than they have ever been before. So, if services take a little longer to access than normal, rest 
assured that the whole practice team is there to help and working as hard as possible to get to 
you. 

Patient experience 

Amidst this challenging time, the latest national GP patient survey results highlight some 
positives for practices in both CCGs. NHS Southport and Formby CCG rated above the national 
average for overall patient experience, ranking the highest in Cheshire and Merseyside, whilst 
NHS South Sefton CCG rated around the national average and seventh out of ninth in the region 
for this indicator. Building on the results of the survey, all Sefton practices will start inviting their 
patients to share more details about accessing services since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic to gain a fuller understanding of their experiences and where improvements can be 
made where possible. You can see the full national GP patient survey results for 2021 by visiting 
the following website www.gp-patient.co.uk/    

http://www.gp-patient.co.uk/
http://www.gp-patient.co.uk/
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Specialist cancer clinics at Ormskirk Hospital  

From Monday 6 September, The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre will be running chemotherapy / 
SACT treatment clinics at the Medical Day Unit (MDU) at Ormskirk District General Hospital, 
offering your patients expert care and treatment closer to home. Clatterbridge can now restart 
these local treatment clinics as Ormskirk’s MDU has been expanded and redeveloped to provide 
additional capacity. The refurbished MDU has safe, high-quality facilities specially designed for 
cancer care. This is a temporary relocation of the clinics which cannot currently be provided in 
Southport due to COVID-19. Clatterbridge also continues to provide chemotherapy and other 
treatments at home for local patients where appropriate.

Engagement report published on north Mersey blood cancer proposals 

During May and June 2021 local blood cancer patients, carers and support groups were asked 
for their views about plans to improve specialised haemato-oncology (HO) care and treatment. 
The proposals would see the consolidation of teams from Aintree University Hospital (AUH) and 
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre – Liverpool (CCC-L) working across both sites to strengthen this 
highly specialised area of cancer care and treatment. The aim is to create a local regional 
specialist service for HO led by The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre (CCC). As part of the proposals 
complex inpatient care could be permanently relocated from AUH to CCC-L. There are around 
420 admissions a year (150-160 patients) for high acuity HO treatment and about 200 of those 
admissions are from Sefton. In June 2021, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee supported the 
focused approach to engaging with those who have experience of using these services and 
agreed it did not represent a substantial variation or development. There is overwhelming clinical 
support for the plans due to the significant benefits for patients including:

 Improved clinical outcomes
 Enhanced safety quality and patient experience
 Enhanced community provision and patient choice (as part of the CCC Future Clinical 

Model Project)
 Enhanced cancer service brand and reputation
 Addressing growth by increasing capacity and capability
 Access to a wide range of cancer services (local where possible, central where 

necessary) 
 Targeted education and training programmes
 Equity of access to clinical trials 

   
The engagement found strong support for the proposals, with all respondents seeing clear 
advantages of creating a single team. They also supported the proposed relocation of complex, 
high-intensity inpatient care from AUH to CCC-L. Alongside this, there was clear consensus that 
other services should be maintained on both sites. People who lived closer to AUH and 
supported relocation of the complex inpatient care also said they would want other services to 
remain local, as planned in the proposals. Travel was an important factor although it did not 
override the clinical case for the proposals. The programme team is now working through views 
from the engagement exercise along with the findings of an equality impact assessment to inform 
a final business case. The proposal will then need to work through NHS England and 
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Improvement’s assurance and local governance approval processes. It is hoped this can be 
completed by the end of the year.

You can read a full copy of the engagement report by visiting The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre’s 
website https://www.clatterbridgecc.nhs.uk/patients/bloodcancer2021  

Collection of GP Data for Planning and Research paused

The introduction of an improved national GP data collection system to further support vital health 
and care research and planning is being deferred to allow time to speak with patients, doctors, 
health charities and other stakeholders. For the past 10 years NHS Digital has collected patient 
data from all GP practices using a system called the General Practice Extraction Service 
(GPES). This system is old and NHS Digital was planning to replace it with the daily General 
Practice Data for Planning and Research (GPDPR) data collection from 1 September. The 
Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) confirmed in mid-July that the introduction of 
GPDPR would be deferred whilst it continues to work on the infrastructure and communication 
for the project. Going further the DHSC says it will not set a specific start date for the collection of 
data until it has the following in place:

 The ability to delete data if patients choose to opt-out of sharing their GP data with NHS 
Digital, even if this is after their data has been uploaded

 The backlog of opt-outs has been fully cleared
 A Trusted Research Environment has been developed and implemented in NHS Digital
 Patients have been made more aware of the scheme through a campaign of engagement 

and communication 

Patient data already helps to decide what new health and care services are required in a local 
area, informs clinical guidance and policy, and supports researching and developing cures for 
serious illnesses, such as heart disease, diabetes, and cancer.  In addition to replacing what 
GPES already does, the GPDPR will also help to support the planning and commissioning of 
health and care services, the development of health and care policy, public health monitoring and 
interventions (including coronavirus (COVID-19) and enable many different areas of research, 
such as the long term impact of coronavirus, inequalities in healthcare and developing cures for 
serious illnesses.  

You can find out more about this here https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-
and-data-sets/data-collections/general-practice-data-for-planning-and-research 

Invitation to virtual ‘Big Chat’ annual reviews 

This year sees a return to interactive ‘Big Chat’ style events combined with each CCG’s annual 
reviews held virtually. The events build on the success of last year’s virtual Annual General 
Meetings (AGMs), which were broadcast online due to COVID-19. As well as looking back at the 
work of each CCG over the last year, the events will be a chance to get involved and give views 
during some interactive sessions about future plans for local health and care. 

https://www.clatterbridgecc.nhs.uk/patients/bloodcancer2021
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-collections/general-practice-data-for-planning-and-research
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-collections/general-practice-data-for-planning-and-research
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Separate events will be held for each CCG as follows:

 NHS South Sefton CCG – Wednesday 8 September (6pm to 8pm)

 NHS Southport and Formby CCG – Wednesday 15 September (6pm to 8pm)

To register your interest in attending, please email communications@sefton.nhs.uk or call 0151 
317 8456 before 5pm on Friday 3 September for NHS South Sefton CCG and Friday 10 
September for NHS Southport and Formby CCG. 

Governing Body meetings  

The final Governing Body meetings of 2021 take place in November. Meetings are held virtually, 
recorded and published on our CCG websites to view afterwards contemporaneously. Although 
members of the public are not able to attend, questions can be submitted in advance and will 
addressed by the governing bodies at the start of the formal session. As usual, any questions 
and responses are published after the meetings in the note pack. 

The meetings take place as follows:

 NHS Southport and Formby CCG - Wednesday 3 November

 NHS South Sefton CCG - Thursday 4 November

Any questions should be submitted by midday on the day of the meetings using the following 
emails southportandformby.ccg@nhs.net or southsefton.ccg@nhs.net You can find out more 
information about governing bodies and view meeting papers from each CCG website using the 
links at the end of this briefing.

Visit the CCGs’ websites for more about their work www.southseftonccg.nhs.uk or 
www.southportandformbyccg.nhs.uk, follow them on Twitter @NHSSSCCG or 
@NHSSFCCG or see a range of short films on You Tube for NHSSSCCG or NHS SFCCG 

mailto:communications@sefton.nhs.uk
mailto:southportandformby.ccg@nhs.net
mailto:southsefton.ccg@nhs.net
http://www.southseftonccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.southportandformbyccg.nhs.uk/
https://twitter.com/NHSSSCCG
https://twitter.com/nhssfccg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVF6RjsbZXnXFmoHqMzSJnQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3zskxhEM5dWeJtypBBmTOA

