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Summary:
To seek Members’ approval for the implementation of the proposed improvements at the
Promenade and West Street as part of the Scarisbrick Avenue improvement scheme.
Recommendation(s):
It is recommended that the Head of Highways and Public Protection be authorised to
implement the following modifications to the highway:
(a)
(b)

Replacement of pedestrian crossing facility on the Promenade
Extension of table crossing and footway build out on West Street, including
removal of one pay and display parking bay and minor relocation of taxi rank

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):
Licensing and Regulatory Committee have powers to consider the details of
improvements to highways and can approve the scheme as proposed or with minor
amendments but otherwise must refer the scheme to the Cabinet Member.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)
None.
The measures proposed form key elements of the Scarisbrick Avenue
improvement scheme.
What will it cost and how will it be financed?
(A)

Revenue Costs
None

(B)

Capital Costs
The cost of the proposals will be met from the Highways Challenge Fund
allocation for the Scarisbrick Avenue scheme, as approved by Cabinet Member in
October 2020.

Implications of the Proposals:
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None
Legal Implications:
None
Equality Implications:
There are no equality implications.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:
Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable
Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Improve conditions for pedestrians in
Southport
Commission, broker and provide core services: Not applicable
Place – leadership and influencer: Enhances the local environment by promoting
alternative modes of travel.
Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable
Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: The route improves the pedestrian link
between Southport Town Centre and Kings Gardens and the Marine Lake.
Greater income for social investment: Not applicable
Cleaner Greener: Supports sustainable travel, particularly walking.

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?
(A)

Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD.6239/20)
and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4440/20) have been consulted and any
comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B)

External Consultations

Consultation on the proposals for Scarisbrick Avenue was carried out as part of the
Townscape Heritage Initiative project. However, the timescales associated with the
funding approval and for reporting to the Committee have meant that it has not been
possible to carry out specific consultation on the proposals presented in this report yet.
However, in conjunction with the Conservation section of the Planning Department,
engagement with the owners and occupiers of properties along Scarisbrick Avenue and
along the section of West Street near the crossing point is planned for early in 2021.
The proposed change to the TRO will also be subject to consultation and this will be
reported to L&R Committee if any objections are received.
Implementation Date for the Decision
Immediately following the Committee / Council meeting.
(Please delete as appropriate and remove this text)
Contact Officer:
Telephone Number:
Email Address:

Stephen Birch
Tel: 0151 934 4225
stephen.birch@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:
There are no appendices to this report
Background Papers:
There are no background papers available for inspection.

1.

Introduction / Background

1.1 Scarisbrick Avenue provides a key pedestrian link between Southport's town centre
and the seafront area. It is a relatively narrow pedestrianised street that connects
Lord Street to the Promenade, but is one of three main routes connecting Lord
Street with the Promenade and despite being in relatively poor condition, is still well
used by pedestrians.
1.2 The Avenue contains mainly 3-4 storey late Victorian properties with active
commercial uses on the ground floors with storage / residential accommodation
above. The area has considerable historic value and is a conservation area which
includes important listed buildings such as the Scarisbrick Hotel. However, the
public realm surfaces are generally dilapidated and in poor condition and there is a
high vacancy rate in the properties. The poor appearance of Scarisbrick Avenue
and some frontage properties contrasts strongly with adjacent areas which have
benefitted from considerable investment, particularly Lord Street, the Atkinson and
King’s Gardens. It needs considerable investment in the public realm and frontage
properties to improve business confidence and reduce vacancy rates.
1.3 The Avenue is essential to connectivity and accessibility within the town centre and
although the route is well used at present, its condition does not make it an
attractive route. The current condition of the street means that it is not providing the
standard of connectivity and accessibility, especially for people with mobility
difficulties, that would be expected.
1.4 A scheme for improvements to Scarisbrick Avenue was first developed as long ago
as 2008, but funding was never available to implement the proposals. These
improvements were proposed in parallel with the Southport Townscape Heritage
project. The TH project was funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund with an
agreement that Scarisbrick Avenue would also see new, improved public realm with
an aim to entice greater footfall into the street and improve the link to Kings
Gardens.
1.5 Details of the full scheme will be reported to Committee in due course and are
subject to further site investigations, detailed design and consultation. However, it
will be possible to deliver some elements of the scheme as a first phase of the
proposals, specifically replacing the pedestrian crossing on the Promenade and
improving the crossing at West Street. These proposals are presented in this
report.
1.6 In May 2020, in light of COVID-19 emergency and the pressures on resources
locally and nationally, the Department for Transport wrote to all local authorities to
advise that it would be making Highways Challenge Funding available through
formula distribution rather than a bidding process. This was to ensure that funding
reached each Combined Authority or local highway authority as quickly as possible.
In July 2020 LCRCA confirmed Sefton Council’s allocation of £1,995,030 from the
Highways Challenge Fund. The funding was provided on the basis that it would be
expended or committed within the 2020/21 financial year.
1.7 In October 2020, Cabinet Member approved the use of the Challenge Fund
allocation for a series of projects, including Scarisbrick Avenue. A scheme budget
of £920k has been identified based on previous estimates, although it is

acknowledged that this can only be accurately determined once the design has
been completed. Cabinet Member approved the proposal to fund this scheme from
a combination of £520k from the Challenge Fund and £400k from the Sefton
Growth Programme to give an overall budget of £ £920k. Given the timescales for
delivery of the scheme, the focus in the sort term will be on ensuring the Challenge
Fund contribution is expended or committed in 2020-21.
1.8 The proposals described in this report will therefore be funded through the
Highways Challenge Fund allocation and early delivery will demonstrate the
Council’s commitment to delivering the whole of the scheme.
2.0

Pedestrian Crossing, Promenade

2.1

The existing pedestrian crossing on the Promenade will be replaced. The existing
traffic signal infrastructure is relatively old and would need replacing in the near
future anyway, so it is proposed to provide a new signal controlled crossing as
part of the Scarisbrick Avenue project.

2.2

The option of providing a raised table crossing was considered, but the existing
crossing is almost at-grade so there would be little value in providing a raised
table and it would create additional engineering works on the footway to raise the
footway at the crossing point. In order to ensure that the crossing is clearly
demarked and visible for drivers and pedestrians, it is proposed to introduce an
alternative surface treatment at the crossing point to clearly distinguish the
crossing area from the rest of the carriageway. This surface treatment will then
extend across the footway on each side of the carriageway and link in to King’s
Gardens on the west side and into Scarisbrick Avenue on the east side.

2.3

The proposed replacement crossing and area of alternative surface treatment is
shown on Figure 1.

3.0

West Street Crossing

3.1

The junction of Scarisbrick Avenue and West Street has an existing table
crossing, to make it easy for pedestrians to cross West Street and to provide a
traffic calming measure on West Street. The existing table has proved effective in
providing for pedestrians walking along Scarisbrick Avenue so it is proposed to
retain the table, but to extend it slightly. The raised table and associated footway
build out is proposed to be extended slightly southwards to provide more area for
pedestrians and improve the crossing facility.

3.2

The proposed extension of the footway built out will affect the existing taxi rank
located immediately to the south of the crossing point. In order to provide the
necessary provision for taxis, it is proposed that the single pay and display parking
bay to the south of the taxi rank will be removed and the taxi rank relocated
southwards slightly to include the area of the existing pay and display bay. This
will result in the loss of one pay and display parking bay, but will retain the same
amount of spaces for the taxi rank. Subject to approval at this Committee, the
proposed removal of the parking bay and slight relocation of the taxi rank would
then need a modification to the existing TRO.

3.3

The proposed changes to the crossing at West Street, including the proposed
relocation of the taxi rank are shown on Figure 2.

4.0

Recommendation(s):

4.1

It is recommended that the Head of Highways and Public Protection be authorised
to implement the following modifications to the highway:
(a)
(b)

Replacement of pedestrian crossing facility on the Promenade
Extension of table crossing and footway build out on West Street, including
removal of one pay and display parking bay and minor relocation of taxi
rank

FIGURE 1 : Promenade crossing proposal

FIGURE 2 : West Street crossing proposal

