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Summary:
To seek Members’ approval for the implementation of the proposed improvements on
Scarisbrick Avenue, Southport and at the junctions with Promenade and West Street.
Recommendation(s):
It is recommended that the Head of Highways and Public Protection be authorised to
implement the following modifications to the highway:
(1)

Installation of new, high quality paving, new lighting and improvements to street
furniture on Scarisbrick Avenue

(2)

Replacement of pedestrian crossing facility on the Promenade

(3)

Extension of table crossing and footway build out on West Street, including removal
of one pay and display parking bay and minor relocation of taxi rank

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):
Licensing and Regulatory Committee have powers to consider the details of
improvements to highways and can approve the scheme as proposed or with minor
amendments but otherwise must refer the scheme to the Cabinet Member.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)
The measures proposed form key elements of the Scarisbrick Avenue improvement
scheme. Alternative paving options and lighting arrangements were considered as part of
the design process, but the proposed paving and lighting conforms with the requirements
for the conservation area, so alternative options were rejected.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?
(A)

Revenue Costs
None

(B)

Capital Costs
The cost of the proposals will be met from the Highways Challenge Fund
allocation for the Scarisbrick Avenue scheme, as approved by Cabinet Member in
October 2020.

Implications of the Proposals:
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None
Legal Implications:
None
Equality Implications:
There are no equality implications.

Climate Emergency Implications:
The recommendations within this report will
Have a positive impact
Have a neutral impact
Have a negative impact
The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for
report authors

Y
N
N
Y

The proposed improvements are intended to support sustainable travel modes,
particularly walking, and to provide a high quality pedestrian route connecting Lord
Street and the Promenade. Providing suitable infrastructure and public spaces that
enable people to travel on foot or by bicycle help to reduce emissions from vehicular
travel and contribute to the Council’s climate emergency commitments.
The new lighting will also be more energy efficient than the existing lighting
arrangements and the low level decorative lighting will be LED, which has a very low
energy consumption.
There are emissions associated with the sourcing of paving materials for the
improvements, but it is expected that the longer term benefit of providing an enhanced
pedestrian environment will outweigh the short term impacts of sourcing the new paving
materials.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:
Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable
Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Improves conditions for pedestrians in
Southport and support town centre businesses.
Commission, broker and provide core services: Not applicable
Place – leadership and influencer: Enhances the local environment by providing high
quality public spaces and promoting alternative modes of travel.
Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable
Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: The route improves the pedestrian link
between Southport Town Centre and Kings Gardens and the Marine Lake.
Greater income for social investment: Not applicable
Cleaner Greener : Supports sustainable travel, particularly walking.

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?
(A)

Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD.6572/21)
and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4774/21) have been consulted and any
comments have been incorporated into the report.
(B)

External Consultations

Consultation on the proposals for Scarisbrick Avenue was carried out as part of the
Townscape Heritage Initiative project. In conjunction with the Conservation section of the
Planning Department, engagement with the owners and occupiers of properties along
Scarisbrick Avenue and along the section of West Street near the crossing point is
currently being carried out.
The proposed change to the TRO will also be subject to consultation and this will be
reported to L&R Committee if any objections are received.
Implementation Date for the Decision
Immediately following the Committee meeting.
Contact Officer:
Telephone Number:
Email Address:

Stephen Birch
Tel: 07866 176203
stephen.birch@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:
There are no appendices to this report
Background Papers:
Report to Licensing and Regulatory Committee, 11th January 2021

1.

Introduction / Background

1.1 Scarisbrick Avenue provides a key pedestrian link between Southport's town centre
and the seafront area. It is a relatively narrow pedestrianised street that connects
Lord Street to the Promenade, but is one of three main routes connecting Lord
Street with the Promenade and despite being in relatively poor condition, is still well
used by pedestrians.
1.2 The Avenue is essential to connectivity and accessibility within the town centre and
although the route is well used at present, its condition does not make it an
attractive route. The current condition of the street means that it is not providing the
standard of connectivity and accessibility, especially for people with mobility
difficulties, that would be expected.
1.3 A scheme for improvements to Scarisbrick Avenue was first developed as long ago
as 2008, but funding was never available to implement the proposals. These
proposals were proposed in parallel with the Southport Townscape Heritage
project. The TH project was funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund with an
agreement that Scarisbrick Avenue would also see new, improved public realm with
an aim to entice greater footfall into the street and improve the link to Kings
Gardens.
1.4 The Southport Town Deal recognises the importance of high quality public spaces
and the connections between the town centre and the seafront areas as major
contributors to the future success of the town. The improvements to Scarisbrick
Avenue were identified in the Town Deal as one of the projects the Council was
committed to delivering that would complement the proposals in the Town Deal bid.
1.5 In October 2020, Cabinet Member approved the use of the Highways Challenge
Fund allocation for a series of projects, including Scarisbrick Avenue. A scheme
budget of £920k was identified based on previous estimates, although it is
acknowledged that this will only be accurately confirmed once the design has been
completed and the work has been tendered. The Highways Challenge Funding was
provided to the Council on the understanding that it would be expended or
committed within the 2020-21 financial year. Two elements of the scheme that
would have been feasible to deliver in 2020-21 and thereby demonstrate some
spend on the scheme this financial year were identified. These two elements relate
to the pedestrian crossing points on the Promenade and on West Street. The
proposals for replacing the existing signal pedestrian crossing on the Promenade
and for improving the crossing point at West Street were developed and were
reported to the Council’s Licensing and Regulatory Committee in January 2021.
1.6 Since the L&R Committee approval for the pedestrian crossing works in January
2021, the Council was advised that there was some leeway in the requirements for
expenditure on the Highways Challenge Fund. Given the ongoing works on Marine
Drive and the desire to avoid carrying out any other works in Southport that might
affect the recovery from the Covid lockdowns, it was decided that the pedestrian
crossing improvements would be better integrated with the whole scheme. They
have been delayed accordingly and will be delivered with the rest of the scheme.

2.0 Project Overview
2.1 The redevelopment of Scarisbrick Avenue is a key part of the investment
programme for the whole town. The improvements proposed along the whole
length of Scarisbrick Avenue will include:
 High quality paving.
 New lighting and street furniture.
2.2 The project consists of an extensive package of environmental improvements
incorporating replacing the existing worn out paving along the entire length of the
avenue (200m long, approx 2000 m2) with new, high quality paving designed to
integrate with the existing public realm on Lord Street and King's Gardens. The
pedestrian crossing facility on the promenade linking Scarisbrick Avenue to the
Marine Gardens will be replaced and the crossing on West Street will also be
improved. A new lighting scheme to promote personal safety and support the
evening economy will also be included.
2.3 The previous design has been updated and developed based on the outcome of
further investigations and surveys carried out in 2021. Discussions have also been
held with Conservation Officers from the Planning Department in relation to the
proposals for the Avenue and the requirements for engagement with the owners
and occupiers of properties along the street.
2.4 The proposals for the Avenue, for replacing the existing signal pedestrian crossing
on the Promenade and for improving the crossing point at West Street are
described in more detail below.
3.0 Scarisbrick Avenue
3.1 The proposals for the Avenue are shown in Figures 1 and 2 below.
3.2 The existing paving along the length of the Avenue will be replaced with high quality
Yorkstone paving, providing both an improved surface as well as a significant visual
improvement, making the Avenue an attractive route for pedestrians. The paving
stone proposed is popular in projects across the UK due to its technical quality and
appearance. It is reliable and hard wearing and is particularly suited for use in
pedestrianised areas.
3.3 The proposed pavement details are shown in Figure 3. Along the outer parts of the
Avenue, a larger rectangular paving will be used. Where outdoor eating and
drinking facilities are available, they would be located in these areas. Up the middle
of the Avenue, a smaller ‘brick’ style paving will be used, to provide a different
pattern to the outer sections, clearly showing the main pedestrian route along the
Avenue. Additional narrow paving will be provided at the edges of this central
section, providing a clear demarcation. A line of narrow paving will also be provided
along the centre of the Avenue.
3.4 The existing central drainage system will be retained and it will be inspected and
cleaned to ensure that it continues to function effectively.
3.5 The existing street lighting along the Avenue will be upgraded and the style of
lamps currently in use on Lord Street will be installed, providing a consistent

approach to the form of street lighting. In addition, decorative LED lighting will be
provided within the pavement, which will be particularly effective in the evening.
3.6 Some elements of the existing street furniture will be retained, such as the entry
signs and the CCTV camera, but they will be re-painted to ensure that they fit with
the improved appearance of the street. New seating and planting is proposed at the
Promenade end of the Avenue, close to the junction with the Promenade.
3.7 A visualisation of the proposals, both during the day and at night is provided in
Figures 4 and 5, looking along Scarisbrick Avenue from West Street and towards
Lord Street.
4.0 Pedestrian Crossing, Promenade
4.1 The existing pedestrian crossing on the Promenade will be replaced. The existing
traffic signal infrastructure is relatively old and would need replacing in the near
future anyway, so it is proposed to provide a new signal controlled crossing as part
of the Scarisbrick Avenue project.
4.2 The option of providing a raised table crossing was considered, but the existing
crossing is almost at-grade so there would be little value in providing a raised table
and it would create additional engineering works on the footway to raise the
footway at the crossing point. In order to ensure that the crossing is clearly
demarked and visible for drivers and pedestrians, it is proposed to introduce an
alternative surface treatment at the crossing point to clearly distinguish the crossing
area from the rest of the carriageway. This surface treatment will then extend
across the footway on each side of the carriageway and link in to King’s Gardens
on the west side and into Scarisbrick Avenue on the east side.
4.3 The proposed replacement crossing and area of alternative surface treatment is
shown on Figure 6 below.
5.0 West Street Crossing
5.1 The junction of Scarisbrick Avenue and West Street has an existing table crossing,
to make it easy for pedestrians to cross West Street and to provide a traffic calming
measure on West Street. The existing table has proved effective in providing for
pedestrians walking along Scarisbrick Avenue so it is proposed to retain the table,
but to extend it slightly. The raised table and associated footway build out is
proposed to be extended slightly southwards to provide more area for pedestrians
and improve the crossing facility.
5.2 The proposed extension of the footway built out will affect the existing taxi rank
located immediately to the south of the crossing point. In order to provide the
necessary provision for taxis, it is proposed that the single pay and display parking
bay to the south of the taxi rank will be removed and the taxi rank relocated
southwards slightly to include the area of the existing pay and display bay. This will
result in the loss of one pay and display parking bay, but will retain the same
amount of spaces for the taxi rank. The proposed removal of the parking bay and
slight relocation of the taxi rank will need a modification to the existing TRO.

5.3 The proposed changes to the crossing at West Street, including the proposed
relocation of the taxi rank are shown on Figure 7 below.
6.0 Next Steps
6.1 Engagement with the owners and occupiers on Scarisbrick Avenue in conjunction
with Conservation Officers from the Planning Department is being carried out in
autumn/winter 2021.
6.2 The scheme design will be finalised and the contract procurement process, will take
place in the autumn/winter 2021. Subject to the decision of L&R Committee, works
will be commissioned at the start of 2022 and will be carried out in the early part of
2022, so that they can be completed in time for the main summer season. The
completion of the works will depend on whether the contractor can provide two
paving teams to work on both parts of the street at the same time and also on
having suitable weather conditions during the early months of 2022.
7.0 Recommendation(s):
7.1

It is recommended that the Head of Highways and Public Protection be authorised
to implement the following modifications to the highway:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Installation of new, high quality paving, new lighting and improvements to
street furniture on Scarisbrick Avenue
Replacement of pedestrian crossing facility on the Promenade
Extension of table crossing and footway build out on West Street, including
removal of one pay and display parking bay and minor relocation of taxi rank
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