
 

Report to: Planning Committee  Date of Meeting:   29 June 2011 
 

Subject: S/2011/0685 
 Site for mast adjoining Bankfield Nurseries 99 Bankfield Lane, Southport 
  
Proposal: Prior Notification Procedure for the erection of a 15 metre high dual user 

telecommunications mast and associated ground based equipment 
cabinets 

 
Applicant:  Vodafone Limited Agent:  Westwood Planning Solutions Limited 
 
Report of:   Head of Planning Service  Wards Affected:  (Meols Ward) 
 
Is this a Key Decision?   No   Is it included in the Forward Plan?  No 
 
Exempt/Confidential No  
 

 
Summary 
 
The proposal seeks to erect a 15 metre high monopole dual-user telecommunications 
mast, and associated ground based equipment, to a location to the north east corner of 
Bankfield Nurseries. 
 
The key issues to consider are the impact on the visual amenity of the area and the 
amenity of residential properties, particularly those within The Mallards. 
 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
Approval 
 
Reasons for the Recommendation: 
 
The proposal will not have a detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the area.  The 
applicant has demonstrated compliance with guidelines in respect of health and the siting 
and design of the proposed equipment is considered to be acceptable.  When assessed 
against the Development Plan and all other material considerations, particularly policies 
CS3, DQ1, EDT1, EDT7, MD8 and PPG 8 'Telecommunications' the proposal is 
acceptable. 
 
Implementation Date for the Decision 
 
Immediately following the Committee meeting 
 
Contact Officer:  Mrs S Tyldesley Telephone 0151 934 3569 
 
Case Officer:  Neil Mackie Telephone 0151 934 3606 
 
Email:   planning.department@sefton.gov.uk 



 
 
Background Papers:       
 
The following papers are available for inspection by contacting the above officer(s). 
 
History and Policy referred to in the report 



S/2011/0685 

The Site 
 
A location to the northeast corner of Bankfield Lane Nurseries, lying adjacent to the 
elevation Bankfield Lane highway, positioned over 100 metres from the rear boundaries 
of residential properties to Merlewood Avenue, and 30 metres to the front boundaries to 
the nearest properties to The Mallards to the east. 
 

Proposal 
 
Prior Notification Procedure for the erection of a 15 metre high dual user 
telecommunications mast and associated ground based equipment cabinets 
 

History 
 
None of relevance. 
 

Consultations 
 
Highways DC – No objections to the proposal as there are no highway safety 
implications. 
 
Environment Head of Service – No objection to the proposal. 
 

Neighbour Representations 
 
Last date for replies: 17th June 2011. 
 
Representations received: An e-mail from Councillor Ashton, Meols Ward Councillor, 
requesting that the application be determined by Planning Committee.   
 
A letter from Number 28 The Mallards plus a petition with 48 signatories (though 
submitted as 48 letters of objection) object to the proposal. 
 
The points of objection relate to the visual intrusion of the mast, an over intensification of 
masts within the area plus the impact of the proposal on juveniles.  There are also 
concerns expressed as to the health impacts of the mast. 
 

Policy 
 
The application site is situated in an area allocated as a Strategic Employment Location 
on the Council’s Adopted Unitary Development Plan. 
 
CS3       Development Principles 
DQ1       Design 
EDT1      Strategic Employment Locations 
EDT7      Improvement of Industrial  Areas 
MD8       Telecommunications Development 
 
 



Comments 
 
The main issue to be considered is the impact of the installation having regard to its 
siting, design and external appearance. 
 
As part of the proposal, the applicant has submitted a certificate to certify that emission 
will not exceed recommended levels (ICNIRP).  Therefore the application cannot be 
refused consent on the grounds of the perceived risk of the proposal to health. 
 
Whilst the fears of health effects may be a material consideration, given Government 
advice on the consideration of health implications of masts, it is not considered that the 
health concerns raised are sufficient to outweigh Government advice and the balance of 
evidence available at present. 
 
In considering the impact of the mast I am mindful of the advice within PPG8 whereby 
emphasis is given on telecommunication development minimising environmental 
intrusion and identifying or facilitating mast sharing, and the requirements of Unitary 
Development Plan MD8. 
 
As shown on submitted drawing 300A, the site for the mast is 5 metres lower than that of 
the raised Bankfield Lane carriageway, and there is a significant level of screening 
provided by mature trees planted to the boundary of the Nursery site and the road.  By 
virtue of its siting, the existing mature tree planting and the physical border of the raised 
carriageway, views of the mast will be limited from public vantage points and from 
neighbouring residential properties.  Such limited views will therefore not cause harm to 
the outlook from residential properties to The Marlands and therefore residential amenity 
will not be harmed. 
 
When viewed from the south and north approaches along Bankfield Lane/Rufford Road 
the mast, where visible, will be read against existing street furniture, particularly street 
lighting columns, as well as neighbouring residential buildings.  It will therefore not be a 
dominant or overbearing structure to the detriment of the character of the area. 
 
For the reasons set out above it is therefore recommended that as the proposal will not 
cause harm to residential amenity or be detrimental to the character of the area that prior 
approval be granted as the proposal complies with policy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing Numbers 
 
100A, 200A, 300A, 400A 
 



Existing Site Plan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Proposed Site Plan 
 
 

 
 



 


