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1. Animal Feed Grant – Decision 

Considered the offer of grant funding from the Food Standards Agency to support official 
controls of imported feed at the Port of Liverpool. 

The Cabinet Member - Environmental:  

•••• Accepted the offer of a Food Standards Agency (FSA) grant of £61,551.80 (excl. 
VAT) to support and secure improvements in feed law compliance and to help 
consolidate official controls within the Port of Liverpool. 

•••• Authorised the Trading Standards & Licensing Manager to sign the grant 
agreement between the Council and FSA. 

•••• Agreed that Sefton, as the Authority having the largest section of port activity for 
the import of animal feeds, should administer the use of this grant through working 
in a collaborative partnership with Liverpool City Council (including Port Health 
Authority) and Wirral MBC. 

 
2. Award of Green Waste Contract – Information 

On 26th May 2011 Cabinet agreed to re-tender the Green Waste (Composting) Contract. 
The re-tendered contract is for a 2-year period plus an optional period of 1 year and 
commenced 1st November 2011.  Officers completed the formal re-tendering process 
and evaluated all bids accordingly.  Although the matter was for Cabinet decision (which 
at its 13th October meeting agreed to award the contract to White Moss Horticulture) the 
draft report was first brought before the Cabinet Member briefing meeting for discussion. 

3. Animal Feed FVO audit – Information 

Updated on the development of Merseyside Animal Feed enforcement arrangements 
and advised of the imminent UK Animal Feed compliance inspection by European Union 
Officials in November 2011. 
 
4. Air Quality and Health – Information  
Update on the work carried out in exploring the links between air pollution and health in 
Sefton by Linda Turner PCT & Gary Mahoney SMBC. 
 
“Poor air quality reduces the life expectancy of everyone in the UK by an average of 
seven to eight months and up to 50,000 people a year may die prematurely because of 
it. Air pollution also causes significant damage to ecosystems. Despite these facts being 
known air quality is not seen as a priority across government and the UK is failing to 
meet a range of domestic and European targets.”    
Research commissioned by the Department of Health has shown that elimination of man 
made PM2.5. (a category of fine particles) would have greater gains in life expectancy 
than the elimination of motor vehicle accidents and the elimination of exposure to 



passive smoking put together. The Marmot report and the Government’s strategy for 
reforms to Public Health in England set out the need to reduce health inequalities and 
tackle environmental causes of ill health such as air pollution. 
 
In Sefton there are wide disparities in health across the Borough with up to 10 years 
difference in life expectancy between some areas.  Residents, particularly in the south of 
the Borough, regularly express concerns about the impact of air pollution levels on their 
health both in relation to industrial processes and heavy traffic levels on important 
through routes. Research is demonstrating that air pollution has a significant impact on 
health at the levels typically experienced in the UK.  This has led to recognition of the 
importance of understanding the links between air pollution and health at a national and 
local level.  The reforms to public health structures and the continuing need to focus on 
reducing health inequalities will require a greater integration of the management of local 
air quality with public health.  The inclusion of a public health function within the remit of 
the local authority could assist with this. 
 
5. Flytipping – Information 

Reviewed the level of reported fly tipping incidents across the Borough and considered 
the impact of the introduction of the van permit scheme by Merseyside Waste Disposal 
Authority for the use of Household Waste Recycling Centres. There has been a modest 
increase in reported fly tipping incidents. Year on year comparisons show considerable 
variation across the Borough. Several areas show a significant number of fly tipping 
incidents, a proportion of which continue to show an increase. Many factors may account 
for the increase in fly tipping reports. The increase and location of the reports cannot be 
specifically associated with the introduction of the HWRC permit scheme. 
 
6. Cockle Fishing – Information 

Updated on the fishing of cockles in the Ribble estuary and the controls put in place to 
ensure both the safety of those involved and compliance with food law requirements. 
 
7. Transfer of Private Sewers – Information 

The transfer of sewers and lateral drains to United Utilities took place on 1 October 2011. 
From that date, all gravity sewers and lateral drains that drain to the public sewerage 
system have been adopted by United Utilities as part of the public sewerage system. 
 
8. Rural Leadership – Information 

An update on a number of rural grants programmes. 
 

9. Refuse Collection & Green Waste Composting – Information 

An update on current refuse service issues was given, including proposals to implement 
the new Green Waste (Composting) Contract arrangements from November 2011. 
 
10. Street Cleansing – Information 

An update on current street cleansing issues was given. 
 
The briefing papers that were presented to the Cabinet Member and Environmental party 
spokespersons are available on request.      


