
WAVs; 

The following FOI request has been sent to the DfT; please confirm & detail 
any of this information in the hands of SMBC to avoid an FOI request to 
SMBC:

Richard Jarman
South Sefton Hackney Drivers Association

Date 7th December 2016

Request 1
Please supply details/copies of any actual or draft accessibility requirements pursuant 
to sections 167 of The Equality Act 2010; whether circulated or not.

Request 2
Section 165(d) of the Equality Act requires people in wheelchairs to be carried in 
safety. Please provide details of any recommendation, in draft or otherwise, prepared 
for use internally or for or on behalf or in conjunction with of any local authority, 
trade or professional body or disabled group setting out these safety parameters for 
taxis; whether or not such material reflects the view of the DfT.

Request 3
With reference to request 2, set out or detail any exchange, on the carriage of 
occupied wheelchairs that cannot be turned round in a taxi / PHV to face aft. This 
difficulty arises when: 

a. a person is in a posture prohibiting this
b. the wheelchair is motorised
c. the passenger declines to be turned
d. the combined weight is too great (see Request 4 also)
e. the disabled person requires to travel with more than one other 

person
f. the wheelchair is not designed so as to facilitate the use of restraints 

available.

In each of the above examples where the person is of sound mind, when asking to 
travel placed transversely set out, and copy, or précis any views exchanged with any 
of the bodies referred to in Request 1, or internally, dealing with either of these 
scenarios relevant to  duties set out in s. 165(7), and any possible criminality. This 
request is directed towards information germane to the section.

Request 4
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has recommendations dealing with manual 
handling techniques. Specifically 25kg is the maximum kinetic lifting weight 
recommended.  Turning a wheelchair to face aft in a taxi PHV requires that the 
posture and weight involved will normally exceed these HSE parameters. The HSE 
recommendation forms part of the VRQ training syllabus undertaken by taxi & PHV 
drivers. HSE also recommends that the maximum force applied moving material up a 



slope is 100 Newtons, a 15 degree slope on a TX type ramp to the road  will  
therefore permit 40kg to be moved up the ramp.  The majority of taxi wheelchair 
movements fall outside (exceed) these HSE guidelines, if carriage is therefore refused 
please repeat the exercise in considering criminality and the extent of the duty 
imposed by s. 165(7)  in request 3 .

Request 5
Sub sections165 (5) (a) & (b) require mobility assistance, the difference between (a) 
& (b) is that in one case the passenger is in a wheelchair, in the other not. There are 
no parameters set out to describe or define the term mobility assistance.

Bearing in mind the HSE guidelines set out in request 4, set out, and copy, or précis, 
any views exchanged with any of the bodies referred to in Request 1, or internally, 
dealing with either of these scenarios which impinge upon the duties set out in s. 
165(7), and any possible criminality. In particular any request that may be made by a 
passenger to lift him or her, out of a wheelchair. 

Request 6
S.161(1)(b)(iii) allows the DfT to prescribe the size of a wheelchair, in the event of 
the use of the section.

Please describe the wheelchair it is envisaged should be prescribed and provide a 
précis any specification(s) drafted in relation thereto, and describe the existing 
vehicles (or which models of which vehicle) that could carry it.

Yours faithfully,

R Jarman


