Consultation on the ideas about
Public Space Protection Order - Dog Control (PSPO)
What is a PSPO?


A Pubic Space Protection
Order (PSPO) is made by a
local authority such as the
Police or the Council.



It is made to stop things from
happening what might upset
people in the area.



The Orders last 3 years but can
be changed or made longer.



The Orders can be given by
officers who have been chosen
from the Council or the Police
and it is against the law to not
follow the order.



The PSPO talked about in this
booklet will be about dogs and
how they are controlled.

Sefton Council want to know what YOU
think about changes which have been
discussed about our dog laws.
They will be asking from
15th February till 1st April 2017.
The Council think the changes will
help our area because the area will be
cleaner and safer.
Sefton Council have many different
ways they can deal with dog control.
One rule is that if a person lets their dog
poo and does not pick up the mess right
away, they can be given a £75 fixed
penalty notice (FPN).
A fixed penalty notice is money you
must pay for doing something
wrong.
Another rule is that if a person lets their
dog be dangerous or out of control, they
can be taken to court and fined £1,000.
These new rules and ways to deal with
dog control will make communities
across Sefton better.

What are the changes?
The Council will carry on with the
dog offences we already have but
will make some changes.
Offence means you have done
something which is illegal or you have
broken the law.

For example a rule we have now:
Offence: Not picking up your dog’s
poo right away.
New Rules:



Dog walkers must carry a bag or
something else that they can
clean up their dog’s poo.



Dog walkers can only walk so
many dogs at the same time.



Dogs cannot go into some places.
Dogs to help blind people will still
be able to go into these places.



Dogs have to be kept on a lead in
some places.



Officers can ask a person to put
their dog on a lead if the dog is
behaving badly or disturbing other
people or wildlife.

What do these changes
mean?
Failure to pick up your dog's
poo straight away.
Officers will still need people to
remove their dogs poo straight
away when in a public place.
The Council has some special
rules for any person who is blind or
who has a disability who needs
help from a dog to get around.

Dog walkers MUST carry a bag or
anything they can clean up their
dog’s poo with.

Officers can ask dog walkers to
show what they have to clean up
their dog’s poo, for example a
plastic bag.

Dog walkers can only walk a
chosen number of dogs at the
same time.
We will ask you how many this
should be.
A lot of people have started
walking a large group of dogs at
the same time.

If a person has less dogs, they can
look after them better and make
sure they are under control.

Stop dogs from going into some
areas.
The Council are trying to make
these places dog free:


Playgrounds – this will make
them cleaner and more safe.



Sports pitches – this will let
people play sports without
having to worry about dogs.



Some parts of a beach –
so people or families with young
children can enjoy the beach
without being nervous about
dogs. The beach and water will
also be cleaner.

Dog must be kept on a lead in
some places.
The Council are trying to make
these places safer, by asking
people to keep their dogs on a lead
at ALL times.
Picnic or family areas – This will
stop families being bothered by
dogs. The area will be safer and
there will be less of a chance of
someone being attacked by a dog.

Wildlife areas – This will stop the
area being damaged by dogs.

Public Roads – This will keep
people safe from dog attacks. It will
also keep dogs safe so they cannot
run into the roads.
Cemeteries – Families can enjoy a
nice area to go and visit their family
who have passed away. The area
will be cleaner with no dog poo.

Fenced area were there are
animals – This will keep the animals
such as sheep safer and less upset.

Nature Reserves - Visitors will be
able to enjoy the wildlife without
being disturbed.

Where can I get more information?
During the consultation we will be
looking at all the views and comments
we get. You can find the questions on our
website:
www.sefton.gov.uk/dogs
Or telephone 0345 140 0845 to get a
paper copy or an audio version.
If you would like a copy of the final report
please email
yourseftonyoursay@sefton.gov.uk
or ring 0151 394 4035

How can I comment on these
changes?
We want to hear your comments by 1st
April 2017. You can do this on the
Council website. If you are sending your
feedback in writing, please send to:
Rob Monks
Principal Environmental Health Officer
Regulatory and Compliance Service
Magdalen House
30 Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 3NJ
Or e-mail
rob.monks@sefton.gov.uk

Tell us what you think
1. It is illegal if a person doesn’t
clean up their dog’s poo. Do you
think this should still be illegal?
Yes
No
Don’t Know
2. Would you like to see a new rule
which means people will have to carry
a bag or something else that can be
used to clean up their dog’s poo?
Yes
No
Don’t Know
3. Would you like to see a new rule
which will decide how many dogs a
person can walk at the same time?
Yes
No
Don’t Know
4. If you said yes, how many dogs do
you think one person should be able
to walk at the same time?
6 dogs
5 dogs
4 dogs
3 dogs
Please pick a number

5. Would you like to see a new rule
which stops dogs being allowed to go
in to:

Open or closed playgrounds:
Yes
No
Don’t Know

Sports pitches or courts:
Yes
No
Don’t Know

Beaches (dog-free zones)
Yes
No
Don’t Know

6. Would you like to see a new rule,
that dogs have to stay on a lead in:
Picnic or family areas:
Yes
No
Don’t Know
Wildlife Areas:
Yes
No
Don’t Know
Public Roads and Pathways:
Yes
No
Don’t Know
Cemeteries:
Yes
No
Don’t Know
Fenced areas were there are animals:
Yes
No
Don’t Know
Nature Reserves:
Yes
No
Don’t Know

7. Do you think some officers should be
able to tell a person to put their dog on
a lead straight away if the dog is:



Behaving in a bad way



Acting angry or looking like it may
attack



Worrying other people or wildlife as
they are not being kept under control

Yes
No
Don’t Know

8. Do you have anything to say about these new rules? If yes,
please write here:

Some Questions About You
Filling in this form will help us make sure
we are reaching everyone in Sefton.
You can find more information about why
we collect this information in the
“What’s it got to do with you?” booklet
which is available on the Council website
and in Council buildings.
All this information is secret.
We just add up all the answers.

The first part of my post code is

I am

A Man

A Woman

My age group is
Under 18

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79

80-84

85+

Do you think of yourself as disabled?
Yes

No

My disability is
Learning
Disability

Mobility
Related

Mental Health

Visual
Impairment

Hearing
Impairment

Limiting Long
Term Illness

Other
My ethnicity is

White
British
English
Irish
Scottish
Welsh
Polish
Latvian
Gypsy or Traveller
Other White Background

Asian
Asian - Bangladeshi
Asian - Indian
Asian - Pakistani
Other Asian Background
Black
African
Caribbean
Other Black Background
Chinese
Chinese
Other Chinese Background
Mixed Ethnic Backgrounds
Asian and White
White and Black African
White and Black Caribbean
Other mixed
Any Other Please tell us here

Religion
Buddhist

Christian

Hindu

Jewish

Muslim

Sikh

No religion
Other
Relationships
(also called sexual orientation)
Bisexual

Gay

Heterosexual

Lesbian

Other

Wish not
to say

Do you live in the gender you were given
at birth?
Yes

No

Thank you for filling in this form.
This information will not be able to
tell us who you are.

