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Summary:
i. To seek Members’ authority to dedicate a section of Meadway as a Public
Bridleway.
ii. To modify the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way
accordingly.
Recommendation(s):
The Chief Legal and Democratic Officer be authorised in conjunction with the Head
of Highways and Public Protection to:i.

Dedicate a section of Meadway Lane as public bridleway pursuant to Section
1 of the Localism Act 2011 as shown on plan DC2093, to be known as
Maghull Bridleway No.34.

ii.

Make the Legal Event Modification Orders under the provisions of Section 53
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to record the additional way as
shown on plan DC2094 on the Definitive Rights of Way Map and Statement.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):
Consideration of rights of way issues fall under the remit of the Licensing and
Regulatory Committee.
To recognise the route as a public rights of way and protect the rights of the public to
the use and enjoyment of the path.
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To act in accordance with the Trans Pennine Trail Agreement with Barnsley MBC
and the trail partnership.
Sefton Council fulfils the role of Surveying Authority and as a consequence has a
duty to continually review the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way
and should it become aware of the need to add, alter or remove a Right of Way,
make the required Modification Order.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)
Do nothing and leave the path as part of the Trans Pennine Trail, with no recorded
public rights. Therefore, risking the long term public protection of the publics rights.
It has been shown that the path is used and is a valued public amenity and amongst
other things, provides a means of access to the adjacent Jubilee Wood, Public
Rights of Ways and Trans Pennine Trail. Dedicating and recording it as a public right
of way will protect its availability for the public.
What will it cost and how will it be financed?
(A)

Revenue Costs

Meadway is already included within the Authority’s maintenance responsibilities as
landowner and as it is part of the Trans Pennine Trail therefore, the proposals will
not impose any additional liabilities upon the Council.
(B)

Capital Costs

Nil.
Implications of the Proposals:
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None
Legal Implications:
See body of the report
Equality Implications:
There are no equality implications.
Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:
Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable
Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Not applicable
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Commission, broker and provide core services: Not applicable
Place – leadership and influencer: Not applicable
Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable
Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: An improved Rights of Way network will
help provide sustainable transportation and encourage sustainable travel options.
Greater income for social investment: Not applicable.
Cleaner Greener: An improved Rights of Way network will provide better access for
all to Sefton’s visitor attractions and promote healthier and more sustainable modes
of transport.
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?
(A)

Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD
6024/20) and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD4286/20) have been
consulted and any comments have been incorporated into the report.
(B)

External Consultations

None
Implementation Date for the Decision
Immediately following the Committee / Council meeting.
(Please delete as appropriate and remove this text)
Contact Officer:
Telephone Number:
Email Address:

Brian Goodwin
brian.goodwin@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:
The following appendices are attached to this report:
Appendix 1 – Maps and Plans
Background Papers:
Cabinet Member - Technical Services – 10th October 2007 - Trans Pennine Trail
Memorandum of Understanding
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1.0

Background

1.1

The Trans Pennine Trail concept involved the development of a robust multiuser recreational route for walkers and cyclists with as much as possible of
the route available for people in wheelchairs and for the enjoyment of
horseriders. Creation of a mainly off road route, segregated from heavy traffic
was central to the concept.

1.2

The Trans Pennine Trail passes through Sefton for some 18km (11 miles).
The trail is of particular local, as well as national, importance and its route has
been safeguarded within the Council’s Local Plan as one of a number of key
strategic paths.

1.3

Sefton M.B.C were required to enter into an Agreement for a trail partnership
with the lead authority Barnsley MBC, the Millennium Commission and other
trail partners containing a number of undertakings in relation to the individual
project legs.

1.4

In particular the Council agreed to use its reasonable endeavours to dedicate
any Project Asset owned by it as a right of way and to supply any documents
required by the Commission confirming this. Where the land is not a public
right of way or owned by the Council, the Council shall procure the execution
of a path agreement.

1.5

A section of the Trans Pennine Trail that runs along land to the rear of
Maghull High School and is accessed from Meadway is now owned by Sefton
Council but is not currently a public right of way. In line with the Authorities
agreement with Barnsley MBC, it is expected that Sefton should dedicate this
section of the trail as a Bridleway.

1.6

To enable a Public Right of Way to be secured over the land it is possible to
enter into a Creation Agreement or make a Public Path Creation Order. It is
possible to create a footpath, bridleway or restricted byway with either of
these options. In this area of the Trans Pennine Trail it is necessary to create
a bridleway.

1.7

The Highways Act 1980, Section 25, gives Local Authorities the power to
enter into a creation agreement with any person having the capacity to
dedicate the land as a public right of way. However, where the land owner
and the Local Authority are the same it is not possible to enter into such
agreement because a corporate body is not able to form a such a legal
agreement with itself.

1.8

The Localism Act 2011 by virtue of Section 1 – Local Authority’s general
power of competence, introduced the power for a Local Authority to do
anything that individuals generally may do. Therefore, it gave the Local
Authority the power, as any individual landowner would have, to dedicate a
path as public, without having to enter into a Highways Act 1980, Section 25
agreement.
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2.0

Information

2.1

The parcel of land in question is shown on plan number DC2092 below, with
the route shown as a dashed line on plan number DC2093. Consultation with
Sefton’s Asset Property Manager has confirmed that Meadway is within the
ownership of Sefton Council, land registry title number MS564467.

2.2

There is no legal requirement to consult anyone as part of Section 1 of the
Localism Act 2011 but there is an expectation that notice of the dedication is
given. This is achieved through erecting site notices and a notice in the local
press.

2.3

The path exists as a tarmacked route linking Meadway to Maghull Footpath
No.21 and Sefton Bridleway No. N5. No works are required to the path other
than the installation of two small rights of way signs, one at each end.

2.4

Following completion of the dedication, an order to update the Definitive Map
and Statement (DM) for Public Rights of Way will be required. These are
known as a Legal Event Modification Orders (LEMO’s).

2.5

The proposed LEMO for bridleway leading from Meadway will alter the DM
Map as shown on Plan No.DC2094 (attached) and alter the DM statement to
include the following description:

3.0



Maghull Bridleway No. 34



Commencing at its junction with Meadway, point A, O.S Grid
Reference SD 336695,401398, the way is a tarmac path with a
width of 2.1 metres running in a south-westerly direction for a
distance of 2 metres to a metal access control at point B, O.S Grid
Reference SD 336693,401369, it then continues in a south-westerly
direction with a tarmac surface path 3.5 metres wide for 2 metres to
point C, O.S Grid Reference SD 336692,401394, continuing in a
south westerly direction for 7.6 metres as a tarmac path with a
width of 2.2 metres to point D, O.S Grid Reference SD
3356691,401387 where it then heads in a south south-easterly
direction as a 1.8 metre wide tarmac path for a distance of 202.5
metres until the bridge across Dover’s Brook, at point E, O.S Grid
Reference SD 336798,401218, the path crosses the bridge, with a
width on 1.5 metres in a south south-easterly direction for 10.5
metres to point F, O.S Grid Reference SD 336803,401209. The
path then continues in a south south-easterly direction for 71.5
metres as a 1.8 metre wide tarmac path to its junction with Sefton
Bridleway No. N5 at point G, O.S Grid Reference SD
336834,401145.



The length of the way is 296 metres.

Conclusion
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3.1

In order to comply with the terms of the agreement the Authority has with
Barnsley MBC and trail partners and to protect the rights of the public and
their enjoyment of the rights of way network, it is considered expedient to
dedicate the path to the south east of Meadway as a bridleway.

3.2

Following the dedication, the requisite Legal Event Modification Order should
be made to add the route to the Definitive Map and Statement for Public
Rights of Way.
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